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Soft  Corn  Emergency 


Determined  to  make  the  most  of  this  year's  corn  crop        much  of  which 
will  be  too  High  in  moisture  for  usual  storage  .,  USDA  and  State  officials 
this  week  carried  on  with  enthusiasm  generated  at  last  week  s  soft  corn 
meeting  in  Chicago,    A  primary  problem  is  to  make  certain  that  farmers  in 
soft  corn  areas  have  enough  dry  corn  for  feeding  livestock,  particularly 
hogs,  in  late  spring  and  summer  of  '48,     It's  not  too  much  of  a- problem  to 
store  (and  feed)  high  moisture  corn  in  winter.     Soft  corn  doesn't  deteriorate 
much  while  temperatures  are  low  •  •  it  may  even  lose  some  moisture  , .  but  it 
spoils  rapidly  when  warm  spring  weather  comes. 

In  a  race  against  time  •  •  cooperative  USDA-State  effort  to  assure  enough 
.hanicel  driers  for  farmers  who  have  to  dry  at  least  some  of  their  corn  . , 
gets  underway  at  Purdue  U,  august  4*     (There's  news  release  coming  on  this 
project,)     F.'.rmers  who  find  they  have  to  sell  their  corn  in  late  winter  or 
early  spring  „.„  or  lose  it  through  spoilage  , .  would  face  also  problem  of 
how  to  carry  hog  herds  through  summer  months.     Shortage  of  corn  that  could 
be  stored  satisfactorily  in  warm  months  of  ;48,  might  have  serious  effect 
on  nation's  meat  supply.    Hence  need  for  at  least  ei 
next  summer's  feeding.. 


mec 


enough  storable  corn  for 


More  from  Chicago  Meeting  ,0  notes  from  the  notebooks    Mechanical  corn 
pickers  do  a  better  job  if  ears  and  husks  are  not  too  dry.     Even  in  normal 
years,  corn  mature  enough  to  pick,  needs  warmish  weather  of  early  fall  to 
dry  out  properly  after  cribbing.    But  corn  already  several  weeks  late  <• ,  can 
hardly  mature  until  days  are  shorter/  oooler*  Then  i-fc  doesn't  dry  as  rapidly 
as  in  early  fall.    For  example,  it  was  found  at  Purdue  that  in  normal  weather 
ear  corn  lost  about  one  percent  of  its  moisture  in  September-     But  in 
November,  when  "days  were  shorter  and  cooler,  corn  averaged  losing  only  about 
two-tenths  of  one  percent  moisture  each  day. 

Also,  at  Purdue',  in  '45,  corn  killed  by  frost  on  Oct.  10,  with  42% 
moisture  , .  was  down  to  only  23%  moisture  by  Nov,  15,  under  na-tural  drying 
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conditions.  And  in  »46,  corn  hit  by  frost  on  Oct.  1,  with  50%  moisture,  was 
down  to  only  26%  by  Nov.  10.  Farmers  don't  like  to  store  ear  corn  with  more 
than  about  20%>  moisture        even  under  best  conditions. 

In  Iowa  it's  usually  accepted  that  when  May  and  June  temperatures 1 average 
Z%  or  more  below  average  ..  there'll  usually  be  corn  too  high  in  moisture  for 
safe  storage.    This  year  temperatures  averaged  3,7  below  normal        and  m 
addition  wet  fields  made  most  planting  two  to  four  weeks  late, 

W.  V.  Hukill,  USDA  scientist  stationed  at  Ames,  Iowa,  stated  that  corn 
with  30%  moisture  lost  about  20  pounds  of  water  out  of  every  bushel  in  drying 
down  to  13%;  that  1000  bushels  of  corn  lost  about  2500  gallons  of  water,  in  . 
drying  from  30  to  13  percent.    He  gave  these  figures  to  show  "what  the  job  is" 
if  corn  must  be  dried  artifically.     You  can't  do  it,  he  said,  "with  the 
kitchen  fan". 

Congress  to  Seek  Views  of  Farmers 

About  Oct.  10  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  will  seek  views  of  farmers 
themselves  on  a  long-range  agricultural  program  in  a  series  of  12  meetings 
throughout  the  nation.     Exact  dates  have  not  been  set.    Meetings  will  be  held 
ins    Spokane,  Salt  Lake  City,  Kansas  City,  Madison,  Wis. y  Jackson,  Miss,, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Fresno,  Calif.,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo,,  Sioux  City,  Temple,  Tex., 
Rocky  Mount,  N.C.,  and  Durham,  N,H« 

Although  meetings  have  been  scheduled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  before 
the  Committee  producers  of  all  major  crops,  primary  purpose,  according  to 
Chairman  Clifford  R.  Hope,  will  be  to  give  farmers  themselves  opportunity 
to  present  their  ideas  on  a  long-range  program  for  agriculture.  Several 
weeks  of  hearings  have  been  devoted  to  this  subject  during  recent  session 
of  Congress c 

According  to  present  plans,  Committee  expects  to  return  to  Y/ashington 
to  resume  hearings  about  October  1,    At  that  time,  it  will  hear  from 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  major  farm  organizations  on  specific  proposals 
with  regard  to  parity,  price  rela  tionships,  government  controls,  foreign 
agricultural  trade,  and  similar  matters P 

About  Oct.  10  Committee  will  begin  its  meetings  with  farmers  throughout 
the  country. 

Farm  Accidents        Still  Take  Toll 

National  Farm  Safety  Week  has  come  and  gone.    But  need  for  campaign 
against  needless  accidents  that  befall  farmers  and  their  families  still 
exists.    If  you  haven't  all  information  you  need,  basic,  factual  material 
can  be  obtained  from  Maynard  CoeP  National  Safety  Council,  20  N,  Wacker  Drive, 
Chicago  6,  111*     One  of  their  good  slogans  that  comes  to  mind;     "You.  may  be 
sadder        if  you  don't  use  a  ladder". 


WADE  Dedicated  to  Soil  Service 


A  new  twist  was  given  a  radio  station's  public  service  responsibility 
by  WADE,    Wadesboro,  N,C.     During  formal  dedication  ceremonies  on  July  23, 
C-„  Fred  Johnson,  station  manager,  dedicated  MDE«s  resources  and  facilities 
to  soil  and  water  conservation  treatment  of  every  acre  of  farmland  within 
"WADE T  s  listening  area.    Y4ADE  operates  on  1210  kilocycles  at  a  power  of 
1,000  watts. 

Dedication  came  after  a  broadcast  by  Dr.  Eugh  H9  Bennett,  chief  of 
USDA's  Soil  Conservation  Service.    Dr.  Bennett  is  a  native  of  Anson  County, 
location  of  the  station*  Anson  County  farmers  also  voted  first  soil  conser- 
vation district  ever  organized  ..  august  4,  1937. 

In  making, tho  dedication,  V&DE  manager  Johnson  said,  "Immediate  conser- 
vation of  every  acre  of  productive  land  in  this  area,  and  throughout  the 
Nation,  is  important  to  every  one  of  us  —  farmer  and  businessman  alike; 
Our  business,  churches,  government  —  all  of  society  --  depend  for  survival 
on  the  agricultural  well-being  of  our  farmers,     It's  imperative  that  the 
farmland  which  is  responsible  for  our  food  and  wealth  be  kept  productive* 
And,  as  soil  erosion  is  brought  under  control  and  our  agriculture  increases 
in  productivity,  we  who  service  this  institution  likewise  progress,     I  do 
not  know  of  a  better  purpose  for  which  we  could  or  should  devote  our 
facilities  than  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  conservation  job," 

•    In  concluding  the  ceremony,  Johnson  formally  extended  the  facilities  of 
WADE  to  "our  soil  conservation  supervisors  who  give  untiringly  and  freely  of 
their  time  in  this  conservation  works  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and 
its  technicians  who  are  helping  farmers  in  their  soil  and  water  conservation 
work,  to  county  agents,  teachers  of  vocational  agriculture  and  all  other 
interested  groups  and  agencies,  and  most  important  of  all,  to  all  farmers 
interested  in  scientific  soil  and  water  conservation  farming  and  in  other 
progressive  agricultural  improvement  methods  in  our  territory," 

Maybe  an  idea  here  for  other  radio  stations. 
Items  From  the  News 


iife'd  like  to  call  your  attention  again  to  news  release  of  a  week  ago 
#.  2,  4~D  is  a  double  edged  sword*     IVhen  it's  applied  as  a  dust  from  planes, 
all  broad-leaved  plants  , .  crops  as  well  as  weeds  . ,  may  be  killed  or 
injured,  as  dust  cannot  be  controlled*     USDA  recommends  sprays  •«  and  these 
must  be  used  with  great  caution, 

Al so ,  you  were  mailed  (July  29)  news  release  on  need  for  corn  con- 
ditioning equipment,  with  recommendations  from  Chicago  meeting  attached. 
From  time  to  time  we  hope  to  mail  you  other  information  on  handling  of 
high  moisture  corn.     It'll  be  a  problem  clear  into  1948  ,,  most  acute 
next  spring* 


Imports  of  Dairy  Cattle  . .  Into  Northeast 


Our  USDA  economists  have  just  released  a  report  on  interstate  movement 
of  dairy  cattle  in  the  11  northeastern  states.     It  shows  that  last  year 
147,000  dairy  cattle  moved  into  thpse  states,  with  out-shipments  of  56,000 
. .  ■  a,  net  inshipment  of  91,000  head.     These  inshipments  were  Largest  in 
seven  years  of  record  •  •  about  12$  greater  than  in  145,  and  nearly  double 
1940  *     Cows  originating  outside  Northeastern  area  were  about  10%  of  its 
milking  herd  replacements  last. year.     This  is  seventh  report  of  a  series 
undertaken  at  request  of  Northeast  dairymen. 

Massachusetts  had  largest  net  inshipments  . .  27,000  head.     New  Jersey 
had  26,000.     Connecticut,  14,000*     Canada,  supplying -71 ,000  head,  was 
principal  source  of  cattle  shipped  into  the  area  last  year.  Wisconsin 
supplied  205000  head  .,  Minnesota,  Michigan  and  Ohio  together,  about  8,000 
head.     Culling  rates  in  Northeast  herds  in  '46  were  not  as  high  as  in  '45  •  • 
but  higher  than  in  other  recent  years* 

We  can  send  you  a  copy  of  "Interstate  Movement  of  Dairy  Cattle  in 
Northeastern  States  in  1946",  if  you'd  like  it.     It  runs  9  pages  of  text 
and  tables.    Prepared  by  Bureau  of  .agricultural  Economics, 

Kadderly  Makes  "Official"  Report       More  Later 

Sorry  we  do  not  have  copies  of  Wallace  Kadderly' s  "official"  report  on 
his  trip  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  . ,  for  mailing  to  each  of  you.  Eut 
RFD's,  extension  workers  and  others  interested  can  get  a  copy  by  writing 
Wallace,  RFD  at  KGW,  Portland,  Ore,     It's  12  pages  . .  well  worth  reading. 
Al  so,  and  later  on,  Wallace  will  have  another  report  ..  a  little  more 
"pictureful     ..a  little  more  of  a  "play  by  play"  story  on  his  day  to  day 
experiences*    We'll  let  you  know  when  it's  ready  ,,  maybe  we  can  get  copies 
to  mail  to  RFD's. 

As  all  should  know,  Wallace  spent  about  two  months  in  Australia  (plus 
three  weeks  in  New  Zealand)  in  the  spring  of  this  year.     Australian  B' casting 
Commission,  thro'  U.S.  State  Dept.,  asked  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  to  send  a 
farm  V  caster  to  Australia,  1)  to  consult  with  Australians  on  farm  b' casting, 
2)  to  visit  various  parts  of  the  country  for  firsthand  views  of  agriculture 
and  3)  to  tell  Australians  about  some  of  the  things  we  are  doing  in  the  U.S. 
m  the  way  of  farm  b « casting ,  research  and  extension  work,  and  production 
and  marketing  methods. 

In  Wallace's  report  we  find  of  particular  interest  a  listing  of  the 
recordings  he  made,  farms  visited,  a  description  and  discussion  of  Rural 
Broadcast  Division  of  the  ABC,  and  k  summary  of  observations  and  recom- 
mendations. (We  found  the  latter,  excellent  reading.)    RFD's  will  like  to 
see  how  broadcast  features  in  Australia  measure  up  to  their  feature  shows. 
Suggest  you  write  Wallace  for  a  copy  of  his  "official"  reoort. 


Farm  Prices  . .  as  of  July  15 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economies'  monthly  "Agricultural  Prices" 
(as  of  7/15)  v;aa  issued  July  29.    Here's  a  summary  on  a  few  major  farm 
products: 

Average        Prices  Received        Parity    Price  as  Percentage 

by  Farmers  Price  of  Parity 

1909-14        7-15-46    7-15-47      7-15-47  7.-15-47 

HTheat  (bu,)  $     ,884  $1.87  $2,14  $2.04  105 

Rye  (bu,)  ,72  1,76  2,36  1.66  142 

Corn  (bu.)  =642  lr96  2,01  1,48  136 

Oats  (bu,)  .399  .847  .922           .922  100 

Barley  (bu,)  .619  1.40  1.57             1,43  110 

Hay  (ton)  11,87  15,00  15,10  27.40  55 

Cotton  (lb.)  *124  .308  „358             .286  125 

Soybeans  (bu.)  — -  2.31  3.09  2.22 

Peanuts  (lb.)  ,048  .089  ,095             .11  86 

Flaxseed  (bu.)  I* 69  3.47  5*75             3,90  147 

Potatoes  (bu.)  ,697  1.43  1.69             1,70  99 

Apples  (bu.)  .96  3.42  2.95             2*22  133 

Oranges  (box)    3.62  (     ,89             3.48  26 

Hogs  (cwt,)  7.27  17.20  23,60  16,80  140 

Beef  (cwt,)  5.42  15.70  19.80  12*50  158 

Lambs  (cwt.)  5,88  15,90  21.10  13,60  155 

Butterfat  (lb,)  .263  ^,706  ,68               .568  120 

Milk  (cwt,)  1*60  4,10  3.75             3,44  109 

Chickens  (lb,)  ,114  ,29  .281             .26  107 

Eggs  (dozo)  ,215  .:.    *37  .457             ,467  98  . 

Higher  prices  received  by  farmers  for  most  products  more  than  offset 
sharply  lower  prices  received  for  fruits  and  truck  crops  during  the  month 
ended  July  15.     Continued  increases  in  prices  paid  for  feed  and  food  offset 
minor  declines  in  prices  of  building  materials  and  household  supplies*. 

BAE  Reports 

Form  Real  Estate  Market  (Aug,  6  release)  Farm  reel  estate  values  rose 
2  percent  during  4  months  ending  July  1,  bringing  average  95^  above  1935-39, 
and  only  5%  below  the  1920  peak*    Vegetable  Situation,  Melon  and  cantaloup 
crops  are  near  record,  but  potatoes  and  most  other  fresh  vegetable  crops  have 
been  lower  this  summer  than  last.    Wheat  Situation,  Because  of  record  crop, 
wheat  supplies  for  1947-48  will  be  near  record,  even  though  July  1  carryover 
was  only  83  million  bushels,,     Unfavorable  crop  prospects  for  feed  grain  may 
mean  more  feeding  of  wheat  to  livestock  this  year.    About  850  million    v  ■ 
bushels  may  be  used  domestically,     Exports  may  total  450  million  bushels, 
or  more. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  * ; 

Heard  From  I 

Mai  Hansen,  farm  service  director,  WOW,  Omaha,  writes s     "I  want  you  i  | 

to  knov~ho7/  we  appreciate  the  new  condensed  information  sheet  (Agricultural 
Outlook  Digest)  that  you. sent  with         RFD  Letter,     ItTs  difficult  for  a  ^ 
person  in  a  one-man  Farm  Department  to  wade  through  detail*,11  > 

Rex  Brown,  now  director  of  information  at  Colorado  A.  and  M.  College 
(but  still  radio-minded),  says  of  BAE's  new  Outlook  Digest,  "It  will  fill 
the  bill  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  and  the  folks  at  the  radio  station 
are  planning  to  use  it  too.    We  plan  to  use  it  in  a  special  weekly  radio- 
program  we  do.    Keep  It  Coming," 

Totten  Tours  With  Tape  Recorder  • 

Comes  word  from  Kansas  State  College  that  Brother  Hal  Totten,  RFD  at 
WGN,  Chicago,  has  extended  his  tape  recording  operations  to  Extension 
Specialists  in  the  Sunflower  state,    Hal,  with  aid  of  Assistant  Extension 
Editor  Grant  Salisbury,  made  32  recorded  interviews  on  the  college  campus 
over  a  two-day  period  in  mid- June8  .Kansas  was  pleased  with  Hal's  way  of 
doing  things,  because  (and  we  quote,)  Bl)  He  gave  Extension  information 

office  sufficient  notice,  and  2)  he,  adhered  strictly  to  sehedule*-*- 

\ 

"Change  in  Techniques        Results  Gratifying" 

Whenever  we  can,  we  like  to  pajss  on  to  RFD's  any  program  ideas  we 
come  across  that  help  build  an  audience        and  more  especially hold  it, 
(Although  we  don't  believe  any  RFD  with  a  real  "service"  show  needs  to 
worry  much  about  audience,)     Jack  Creel,  RFD  at  KFYO,  Lubbock  (out  on  the 
west  Texas  plains,  suh a  .)  in  his  regular  letter  to  Lone  Star  state  RFD's 
wrote : 

"I  tried  something  new  (to  us)  this  morning.    At  6s30  I  was  busy 
peering  into  the  crystal  ball  and  telling  folks  the  future  of  turkeys,  as 
I  saw  it       when  in  comes  Bill  Braddy  to  take  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
We  argued  pro  and  con  about  turkeys  for  a  few  minutes  ,,  then  turned  dis- 
cussion to  the  listeners,  and  asked  what  they  thought,     I  dunno  how-  it's 
going  to  work  out„    I've  changed  a  lot  of  our  programming  techniques  (such 
as  introductions,  flags,  humor  and  creating  suspense)  and  results  are 
gratifying."  •  '/ 

It  takes  a  little  showmanship,  just  a  little  showmanship.  Something 
to  think  about.    If  we  aren't  using  our  own  ideas        and  ideas  of  others 
mebbo  we  should  do  so,  to  make  our  farm  service  shows  the  best  possible. 

Enclosure ; 

1947  Loans  and  Price  Supports 

Cordially* 

<       • ;  f   .  .  KEN 

Kenneth  M.  Gapsn 

Ass't,  Director  of  Information 

Chief,,  Rcdio  and  Video 

U.  8.  DEfAKTUfHT  8T  AtfttflUUUItl  I 
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Help  . .  For  Home  Canners 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


AUGUST  8,  1947 


Ne  re.  able  to  send  RFD's  this  week  a  copy  of  the  new  publication 
Home  Canning  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables",  It's  been  auite  popular,  and 
this  is  latest  edition.     If  you,  or  your  women's  editor,  mention  it  on  the 


nr 


it's 


■y"'  ~-  ^  cuxoux  ,  men non        on  "cn 

ivailable  from  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.C 
at  five  cents  a  copy.  No  stamps.  You'll  find  "Questions  and  Answers  on 
Home  Canning"  in  back  of  the  book,  helpful  in  building  a  b'cast  ..  or 
answering  questions. 

Webster  Records        "Impressions  of  Japanese  Farming" 

p,^nThlS  week>,at  suggestion  of  George  Round  Nebraska's  able  extension 
dir^o;'o7,-Te  a ,?lQtter  f  a  statement  by  Lyle  Webster,  USDA  associate 
director  of  information,  on  "Impressions  of  Farming  in  Japan",     (Lyle  spent 

foro  "        H^^  °f^ree  tM?  SUmmer  °n  ^  "he  Occupation" 

of::r:atdminutq:::ified  to  speak  on  the  —  * 

m^Jr  'T/Z**  Ge0rge  (and  8111  McDonald,  RFD  at  KFAB,  Lincoln)  their 

^^^^^^^^^ 

groin  end  other ^rop!  by  hand^  Wou?d°  ttv*?1^*  hBrTMt  °U  y0U" 
to  your  knees  to  olnnt  .JJT  t  Y°  Uk<3  tC  stand  in  mud  and  wator  up 
farm  with™?  on  cut^bUe  t!Wt  Prineipai  0roP?  Would  you  like  to" 
your  answer  is  to    ™  i  ^  trUok'  withoi>t  -  tractor?  If 

if  you-H^s^on     CT^kot^e^tTL^ ^f"  *  ^'7  But 
conclude  famine  in  Jnnnn  i *       7u      ™ea*  form,  as  I  was  ...  you'd  likely 

standard  of  Uvlng  in  "return. »      '  baok-breakine  with  a  mighty  low 

a  story"  ^^I4!S£f^e;-  "J?  ooll.fir.t-cl...  gard*^, 

milk,  of  Mr.  Ushioda's  "bie» T«  „fl    Uttle  llvestock),  of  very  little 
We  think  ifs  S  minutes  £  ^MWS^  JofxgSS  ^« 


The  Trip  That  Mulhern  Made 


From  south  of  the  border,  where  USDA  veterinarians  are  cooperating  with 
their  Mexican  colleagues,  comes  a  story  of  adventure  that's  worth  re-telling. 
Our  veterinarians,  in  establishing  boundaries  of  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
often  get  into  wild  and  mountainous  country.    One  of  the  first  steps  in 
fighting  the  plague  is  exact  determination  of  just  how  far  it's  gone.  Then 
quarantine  lines  can  be  established,  slaughter  and  burial  operations  started 
. ,  to  be  followed  by  disinfection  work.    Here's  the  story,  as  told  to  us  by 
Dallas  Burchs 

Word  was  received  that  the  disease  has  broken  out  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  of  Oaxaca  (wha-ha-ca),  in  southern,  tropical  Mexico.    A  young 
veterinarian       Dr.  F.  J.  Mulhern  ..  and  his  party  left  the  capital  city  of 
Oaxaca,  to  work  toward  the  northern  border  *r  a  pl^no  journey  of  one  hour- 
But  it  took  Mulhern  and  his  men  14  days  on  foot  and  horsebacks 

At  the  end  of  the  second  day,  while  the  party  slept,  Indiana  from  whom 
they'd  rented  horses,  "reclaimed"  their  animals.     £or  the  next  six  days  it 
tos  all  footwork,  up  one  mountain  and  down  another,.    Rains  were  heavy,  deep 
gorges  were  crossed  on  swaying  foot-bridges  of  bamboo  and  fiber.     Flies  and 
mosquitoes  followed  in  swarms.     In  this  country,  the  bite  of  a  certain  black 
fly  sometimes  produces  permanent  blindness.     Dr.  Mulhern  reported  about  50 
inhabitants  of  one  village  who  had  lost  their  sight  for  life. 

Herds  of  wild  hogs,  which  attack  if  disturbed,  were  found*  Mosquito 
nets  were  worn  constantly.    Humid  heat  made  travel  hard.    Malaria  was  a 
constant  dangers    Indians  encountered  spoke  no  Spanish,  but  one  of  the 
guides  knew  their  language.    A  pack  mule  shifted  his  load,  went  over  a  cliff 
and  landed  in  a  creek  700  feet  below.     The  mule  carried  their  cots.  That 
night  men  slept  on  schoolhouse  benches  ..  wrapped  in  mosquito  netting. 

But  despite  difficulties,  Mulhern  made  the  trip  and  made  his  report. 
He  wrote,  'rWe  think  we  hove  found  the  southern  border  of  the  disease.  I 
say  think,  'because1 we  can't  be  sure  until  we've  seen  most  of  the  animals  in 
this  jungle  wilderness.    And  this  takes  time," 

Dr.  Mulhern  found  time  for  educational  work  among  ranchers  on  the  trail. 
&t  trip's  end  he  held  a  meeting  with ' cattlemen  the  first  night,    He  told  them 
frankly  that  slaughter  and  burial  of  infected  , and  exposed  animals. was  only 
sure  way  to  wipe  out  foot-and-mouth  disease  ,.  even  though  some  animals  seem 
recovered.     The  next  morning  they  were  at  his  hotel        to  tell  him  they  were 
ready  to  help  in  any  way  they  could.    They  gave  him  names  of  people  who  owned 
cattle,  and  approximate  number  owned* 

Dr.  Mulhern  reports  he'll  always  have  memories  of  the  country  ..  of  high 
mountains,  raging  rivers  and  jungle  land.    But  before  he  can  have  his.  memories, 
he  faces  about  six  months  of  the  hardest  kind  of  work,  finding  and  eradicating 
about  20,000  cattle  in  the  infected  zone.    Already  trained  eradication  and 
disinfecting  workers  with  modern  equipment  are  on  their  way  to  Caxaca,  They'll 
attack  the  disease  from  the  outer  rim  ,,  and  close  in  toward  the  center, 

it 

Maybe  the  trip  that  Mulhern  made  might  fit  on  an  RFD  b1 cast? 


"Sanitary  Rifle"  >.  Speaks  With  More  Authority 


In  Mexico  they  refer  to  the  joint  Mexican-U.  S,  campaign  for  rooting  out 
foot-and-mouth  disease,  as  the  "sanitary  rifle".    Rifles  with  which  sisk  and 
exposed  animal's  are  slaughtered,  are  symbolic  of  the  campaign.    Now  those 
rifles  are  bigger  and  better  ,  *  speak  with  more  authority.    Around  August  1 
the  joint  Mexican-U,S,  Commission  received  100  25-35  caliber  rifles,  plus 
80,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  according  to  word  just  received  from  Mexico  City. 

Smaller  caliber  rifles  that  had  been  used  weren't  too  effective  , .  several 
shots  being  needed  at  times  "to  dispatch  an  animal".    Our  communication  reads 
further,  "Technicians  are  now  checking  and  cleaning  the  (heavier)  weapons,  and 
both  rifles  and  ammunition  will  be  sent  to  field  crews  engaged  in  killing 
infected  animals," 

Success  of  the  entire  effort  to  rid  Mexico  of  foot-and-mouth  is  based  on 
speed  and  thoroughness  of  slaughter,  burial  and  disinfection  operations.  With 
more  powerful  rifles,  U.S.  power  equipment  for  digging  and  filling  trenches, 
and  for  disinfection,  campaign  seems  well  in  hand.    Quarantine  lines  maintained 
by  Mexican  army,  apparently  have  halted  spread  of  disease.     Field  forces  are 
concentrating  on  exterminating  infected  or  exposed  cattle,  sheep,  swine  and 
goats  in  infected  area,  -whicjj  now  is  roughly  a  third  of  the  Republic* 

Wilted  Grass  Silage       Makes  Good  Feed 

Nearly  every  year  for  the  past  10  years  our  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  has 
made  from  100  to  200  tons  of  grass  silage  by  the  wilted  method  at  the  Beltsvillc 
research  center.    Most  of  it  has  been  of  excellent  quality       equal  in  value  to 
unwilted  silage  put  up  with  molasses  or  other  preservatives.    Probably  a  little 
late  this  year  for  RFD's  to  b'cast  about  wilted  grass  silage  ,,  but  may  be  a 
good  idea  to  file  away.    Our  USDA  and  most  of  the  state  colleges  can  give  you 
more  information  if  and  when  you  want 'it.    All  through  the  country  this  wet 
spring  and  summer  much  of  the  hay  crop  has  been  lost.    Much  of  it  could  have 
been  saved  as  wilted  silage. 

To  make  good  silage       legumes  and  immature  grasses  should  be  wilted  only 
slightly  after  they're  cut.    Time  required  to  wilt  to  the  desired  moisture 
level  (60  to  68  percent),  may  be "as  little  as  1  or  2  hours  on  good  drying  days. 
During  prolonged  dry  spells,  crops  cut  at  the  usual  haying  stage  will  be  dry 
enough  to  ensile  a  few  minutes  after  cutting.    During  rainy  spells',  mowed  crop 
may  be  m  field  2  or  3  days  before  it's  dry  enough  to  be  siloed.    With  a  little 
experience,  farmers  can  tell  by  observation  when  a  crop  is  wilted  enough  for 
siloing.    Or,  USDA  has  developed  a  simple  home-made  moisture-tester  for  grass 
silage,  .  to 

Sil*f  bJ  wilting  method  ...  principally  alfalfa  .,  has  consistently  given 
TaZ  tSLfed  t0  mUkin6  C0WS  at  Seville.    Milk  production  has  been 

IZll^  i  0rKb9ttf  when  hays  from  same  cutting  were  fed  .,  and  carotene 

fTTs  SfJh  T     ^-VT6*  QS  Sreat  &S  in  hQ^    Vit™in  A  con^t  in  butter- 
fat  was  high  also.    Wilted  grass  silage  is  not  only  a  good  way  to  store  "hay" 
crops  ...  it  also  produces  high  quality  feed.  y 


Broadcasts  . .  on  World  Food  Problems.  \. 

We'.ve  been  helping  .this  -week  on  fi-  series  of  five  weekly  b'.casts.  on  NBC 
dealing  with  world  food  probl'ems       'the  first  to  be  Friday,  Aug,  15,  at.. 
9  to  9*30  p.m.  ,  Eastern  Daylight -Saving  Time,     Secretary  of  State  Marshall 
is  scheduled  to. speak  on  the  first  b'cast**  *  Last  of  series. will  be  Sept*  12. 
Secretary  of  Agri culture  Anderson  is  -  scheduled  to  take  part  in  one  of  the. 
five  programs,  all  of  which  will'  be  on  Fridays  ..  at  the  9  to  9*30  spot*. 

When  Drought  Returns'  •  -*  ;  .. 

Last  week's  release  on  wh eat  goals  for  '48  warned*    "Farmers  in  dry 
land  areas  are  cautioned  against  plowing  up  sod  lands  not.  suited  for  sustained 
farming,  or  planting  wheat  on  land  that  should  lie  fallow."    Such  a  warning 
shouldn't  be  necessary.     Those  of  us  who  grew  up  on  the  plains,  and  farmed 
there;  who  went  through  dust:  storms  of  the  30*  s,  remember  what  can  happen 
when  the  rains  fail  and  the  winds  blow,     (These  twin  evils  usually  come 
together.) 

The  warning  reminded  us  we  hadn't  sent  RFD's  their  copies  of  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1982,  When  Drought  Returns  to  the  .Great  Plains,  that  excellent 
publication  out  a  few  weeks  ago."   (We  thought  it'd  be  more-  effective  during 
a  good,  dry  spell.) 

RFD's  have  constantly  shown  they  realize  their  obligation  to  listeners 
c*  an  obligation  to  tell  'em  and  keep  on  telling  'om  about  matters  such  as 
soil  saving.    When  drought  returns  to  the  plains  (end  the  winds  blow  again), 
what's  going  to  happen  to  unprotected  soils  ..to  lands  that  aren't  ready 
for  drought? 

If  you  live  in  the  plains  ..  and  have  forgotten  what  drought  is  like, 
leave  Farmer's  Bulletin  No.  1982  face  up  on  your  desk  for  a  few  days.  The 
picture  tells  the  story. 

Real  Estate  . .  Markets  and  Taxes 

Last  week  we  mentioned  BAE's  report  on  farm  real  estate  situation,,  Copies 
weren't  then  available,  but  one  enclosed  for  each  RFD  this  week,     Note 'that 
"farm  real  estate  market  continues  to  be  influenced  by  strong  inflationary 
forces  ...  new  record  levels  of  farm  income."    But  there  is  "tendency  for 
production  costs  to  lag  behind  gross  income  changes  on  both  upswing  and  down- 
swing of  general  price  level  ...  declines  in  farm  commodity  prices  and 
incomes  would  cause  some  farmers  to  again  have  difficulty  in  meeting  mortgage 
payments  and  other  fixed  obligations." 

Also  enclosed  is  Farm  Real  Estate  Taxes  in  1946.     Note  that,  "financial 
demands  upon  many  government  units  are  extremely  heavy.     Not  all  this  burden 
falls  upon  property  but,  in  case  of  local  governments  at  least,  property  taxes 
are  still  major  source  of  revenue."    Although,  "state  and  local  governments  do 
% V'T/6  7  °«  Pr°Perty  taxes         revenue  to  the  extent  that  they  did"  at  time 
of  World  War  I",  when  farm  real  estate  taxes  had  been  rising  steadily  ..  rnd 
continued  to  rise  until  1929, 


Another  Outlook  Digest 


A  second  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest,  as  prepared  by  BAE,  enclosed 
this  week.    We're  going  to  try  in  future  to  get  copies  to  RFD's,  at  least 
those  close  by,  before  release  date.    Although  information  is  as  factual 
one  day  as  another.     If  you  like  these  digests  or  summari zations  , .  let 
us  know. 

General  feeling  among  our  specialists  probably  is  that  "digests"  don't 
tell  enough.    But  w©   wonder  if  RFD's  ..  or  anyone  who  daily  has  to  plow 
through  thousands  of  words       doesn't  occasionally  like  to  get  something 
boiled  down.    We  need  more  backing,  if  you'd  like  more  summarization. 

.      w«  need  a  note  sucn  as  from  "Chuck"  Mittelstadt,  RFD  at  WIRA,  Madison, 
Wis.    He  writes*    "Outlook  Digest  is  excellent,    here's  so  darn  much  stuff 
goes  through.    Helps  to  get  it  boiled  down".  Says  also,  "I'd  like  to  hear 
more  about  what  other  RFD's  are  doing.* 

Foreign  Visitors 

Egil  R.  Andre sen,  orchardist  from  Norway,  will  be  visiting  in  this 

kin^^  I**  I™™1,  HiS  interests  «e  nurseries  and  fruits  of  all 

kinds.    Speaks  good  English.    Among  places  he'll  visit:    Experiment  station 
East  Lansing,  Mich.  Aug  18  ...Horticultural  exp  station,  Sou*£  W  Mich 

ROche  ti;    NrrrlL5pt Mr°%MiCh;  tUg  "V"  ^ple  Issoc  ' 

nocaes-cer,  fl.r.,  Sept  2  ...  Exp  station,  Geneva.  N  Y    <?arv(-  9?  ± 

:nd  s  as*  rn?i  v-,fr-  ?5  •••  *i*&T3L2t"*5  on 

•N'o;  ■?  StQ*"°*  J:.0f  °onn  (Storrs),  Oot  20  ...  Exp  station,  Penn  State, 
Nov  24  ...  Appalachian  Apples,  Inc.  Martinsburg,  W.Va.  Deo  15. 

s^itz  ScandvisitrthisslLount'olr Klhiber*'       ******  ^ 

He's  interested  in  all  fJS?  «  °°Untry.from  coast  *>  °oest  in  next  few  months. 

Spartansb urg,  S  C   Aug  18-29  ...  Pubiio  Roads  A«n.  cflUfai's. 
^^lifi^:.^^^;:-1!!?'  °f  Technology'^ 


St.  Paul,  Nov  3-7  qpo  Z**  "*  Pub'  RoDds  ^ 

Nov  17-1     Z  I  h'lt      'c1   WP°MS;  N°V  n°"U  -  M°nt0no  U-  Bo—«- 
masn.  i>-cate  College,  Pullman,  Nov  20-21. 

Hot  Weather"        It's  Hard  on  Eggs 

•aWX^.^Si^^^f^.^««i.  o  statement  this  week  said, 
rest  if  1947,  than  a  yerr  a^o  «    It's^Hl    M     S'  SOmewhnt  "t*W  for  the 

of  "quality"  eggs  possible!"  Effort  to  keen  T^*  th6  SFeatest  nuraber 

necessary  in  late  summer  *e„  „    »    F  »8S  quality  high .aPe  particularly 

handling  and  marketing  ..ZiL  rml      '      *W  6gSS    °re  """keted.  Proper 
kind  consumers  mostly^.    Se  ^lll J"?',?" 

farmers  ..  lower  prices  for  consumer!     L2        7    ^°Uld  mean  better  Pri"^  tor 
in  history  during  the  war.     R°te^f  consu^tioT^T  re°0hed  hi*hest  lev<^ 
above  prewar  levels.    Producers  ™LZ  £J       Sat™:"5  "P  ^  "  fQr 


FAQ  Conference  Coming  Up 


Duncan  Wall,  director  of  information  for  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural 'Relations,  gave  us  a  fill-in  on  the  coming  FAO  conference,  which 
opens  August  25,  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.    Expectations  are,  it'll  last  two 
weeks,    A  new  director-general  will  be  selected*     Sir  John  Boyd  Orr  ac- 
cepted post  two  years  ago  for  2-year  term.     Permanent  site  for  FAO  will  be 
discussed.    Supposedly  it  should  be  near  site  of  United  Nations.  Final 
decision  may  not  be  made  this  year.    Present  Washington  location  is  temporary. 
We  hope  to  give  you  more  next  week       and  while  the  meeting  is  in  progress. 

BAE  Reports 

As  of  August  1,  an  11,844,000  bale  cotton  crop  is  foreccstj  more  than 
last'  year,  but  546,000  bales  less  than  1936-45  average.....  Prospective 
supply  of  all  feed  concentrates  for^  1-947 -48'  is  smallest  in  six  years,  but 
larger  than  average  just  before  the  war.    With  fewer  livestock  expected  on 
ferms  next  January  1,  indicrted  feed  supplies  per  animal  unit  are  a  little 
above  average,....  Wheat  supplies  for  1947-48  estimated  at  1,519  million 
bushels,  exceeded  only  in  1942  and  '43, 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Masculinity  ..  Among  Pullets 


One*  of  our  Farm  Flashes  came  out  the  other  day,  with  opening  sentence 
reading,  "If  every  pullet  was  guaranteed  to  give  his  owner  a  couple  hundred' 
eggs  the  first  laying  year  ..  what  a  life  poultry  farming  would  be  1  n  A 
keen-eyed  editor  wrote  in  to  ask  if  "he -pullets"  aren't  something  new  ..  and 
our  geneticists  wonder  how  such  a  bird  escaped  culling.     Even  the  pullets  ' 
are  embarrassed. 

At  Deadline 


WHO's  Herb  Plambeck  was  in  our  Capital  City  this  week  for  meeting  of  JEAB 
program  executive  committee,  of  which  he  is  member.    Committee  considering 
?Zr^SGt  mB  C°de  Connecticut  Future  Farmers  of  America  recently  Swarded 

WTIC  s  Frank  Atwood  an  honorary  degree  of  State  Farmer,  citing  his  interest  in 

agriculture  and  his  early  morning  program  \  Radio  force  a  little  depleted 

this  week.     Gapen  on  (home)  vacation,  but  can  be  reached  by  'phone.  Reynolds 
at  ACE  meeting  m  Minneapolis,  on  way  home  from  "work  in  the  West.     Tonkin  on 
annual  vacation  in  Pennsylvania*, 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Soft  Corn  Problem 


RADIO  SERVICE 


AUGUST  15,  1947 


We  hope  to  tell  you  soon  of  a  series  of -county  meetings  for  discussing 
local  corn  storage  problems*     Keeping  up  with  the  situation  is  right  down  the 
RFD  alley.     Enclosed,  "Handling  and  Storing. Soft  Corn  On  The  Farm", 

Visitor  From  Pot chef stroom . 

From  Potchsf strocm,  Union  of  South  Africa,   comes  F. - X.'  Laubseher,  He's 
senior  research  officer  in  College  of  Agriculture  there,  and  interested  in 
fibers,  plant  breeding  and  vegetable  oil  plants.     Speaks  excellent  English, 
He'll  visit  agricultural  experiment  stations  as  follows:    Aug  25-26,  Stillwoter 

Aug  27-29,  Manhattan        Sept  2-3,  Urbana  —  Sept  4-6,  Columbus,  Ohio  (State  U. ) 

Sept  8-9,  Lofayette  . ,  Sept  10-12,  Columbia,  Mo  . .  Sept  15-17,  Lincolr  . .  ••' 
Sept  18-22,  Aines  *,  Sept  24-26,  St.  Paul        Sept  29-Oct  1',  Madison,  ttisj      ■  " 

"Under  Separate  Cover  , ,  Please  Find " 

^s  a  reminder  to  long-time  readers  of  the  Letter        and  to  new  subscribers 
let  s  say  again  how  we  try  to  serve  RFD's.     The  Letter  is  for  tios  and  back- 
ground, primarily.     It  supplements  a  dairy  mailing,  under  separate  cover,  of 
The  Daily  Summary        plus-  complete  text  of  the  more  Important  news  releases 
The  Summary  carries  short  releases  in  full,  and  a  summary  of  longer  releases  and 
reports.     (To  get  complete  text  of  the  letter,  let  us  know,  as  they  ore  sen* "out 
on  £aE  and  other  mailing  lists,)  . ....... . 

Among  releases  this  week:     l)     Requirements  for  corn  drying  equipment  being 

EdS'l ^SfCt?r'  V*°  neet  AUgUSt  26  Gt  ^*"th  state  an/  ' 

Irlltl    -n f    i  .t.6n  re^irements  for  driers  vail  be  released  to  county 

agents  and  AC?  committees.  2)  Number  of  cattle  on.feed  for  market  on  1 
40^  greater  than  last  year,  but  nearly  25^  less  than  two  years  ago,     3)  %t 

bids  for  qaU        il^iv  ,?    ^^lorniu  port.     5;     Forest  Service  asks 

lor  sale  of  ls  bUUoB  cubic  feet  of  Alaska  national  forest  timber. 

more  about  "the"  ttf^an^f  eS*^'  cover,  a  groat  deal 

UMJA,  than  we  can  send  you  in  the  weekly  RFD  Letter. 


Brief  Report  .  .  On  the  FAQ 


Dunoan  Wall,  of  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  went  back 
to  Oklahoma  last  week,  where  he  used  to  be  extension  editor,  to  speak  at 
Farmer's  Week  about  FAO*     Because  he  summed  up  the  story  of  FAO  •  •  not  in 
protocol-stiff  language  of  an  international  conference  . .  but  in  his  own 
words,  we're  enclosing  it  this  week.     Good  background,  and  will  help  you 
understand  Geneva  meeting  which  gets  under  way  August  25. 


All  About  ♦  ♦  Wiring  and  Lighting 


Enclosed  for  RFD's  this  week  is  a  copy  of  REA's  new,  revised  "Planning 
Your  Farmstead  Wiring  and  Lighting".     Older  edition  by  same  name  was  most 
popular  ••  and  helpful,  for  anyone  installing  wiring  for  electricity.  We 
believe  RFD's  will  find  material  that  could  be  used  in  b'casts.     It's  all 
practical,  time-tested  information.    Definitions  of  electrical  terms  often 
used        should  be  helpful  to  anyone  using  electricity.     The  bulletin 
Miscellaneous  Publication  No,  597  .  „  may  be  obtained  from  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington  25,  D.C.,  at  15  cents  a  copy.    No  stamps.     Or  it  may 
be  obtained  in  quantities  of  100  or  more  at  a  discount  of  25  percent. 

Farmers  Lead  ..In  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 

H,  H,  Bennett,  head  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  pays  tribute  to 
the  nation's  soil  conservation  districts  in  a  current  report.    He  writes  that 
nothing  in  history  of  agriculture  parallels  size  and  significance  of  this 
undertaking.    In  the  last  ten  years,  under  state  enabling  acts,  1890  farmer- 
organized,  farmer-directed ' districts  have  come  into  existence. 

They  cover  more  than  a  billion  acres  of  land  ..  more  than  half  the  total 
land  area  of  the  country.     There  are  soil  conservation  districts  in  all  states 
and  in  Puerto  Rico.     Three-fourths  of  the  nation* s  farms  and  ranches  are  in 
these  districts* 

"This  action  by  American  farmers",  says  Bennett,  "marks  the  beginning  of 
a  movement  that  can  insure  the  permanency  of  our  nation* It  provides  for  the 
permanent  security  of  a  basic  resource,  productive  soil,  without  which  the 

nation  cannot  survive   Until  this  step  was  taken,  it  could  not  rightly 

be  said  that  our  country  was  the  most  progessive  nation       with  respect  to 
care  of  the  soil  ..  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  say  it  now. 

"Soil  conservation  districts  are  non-political.     They  serve  all  lands 

within  their  boundaries  No  soil  conservation  district  is  responsible 

to  any  federal  agency.     This  is  a  voluntary  farmer  movement  for  the  common 
good  of  all  the  people,  both  agricultural  and  industrial,...,." 

Why  Take  Chances  Around  Machinery? 

Carelessness  around  farm  machinery  and  with  other  farm  equipment  causes 
nearly  a  third  of  the  nation's  fatal  farm  accidents.    When  children  are  allowed 
to  play  around  machinery,  when  loose  clothing  is  worn  around  moving  parts,  when 
salety  guards  are  not  replaced  ..  accidents  are  in  the  making, 


RFD's  Preach,  Teach  Conservation 


At  risk  of  some  duplication,  we'd  like  to call  attention  to  what  RFD's 
are  doing  conservation-wise,  as  related  in  August  NARFD  letter.  It'll  bear 
out  our  contention  that  good  RFD's  keep  SERVICE  in  mind.  Let's  quote  first 
from  George  Kister,  KMMJ,  Grand  Island: 

"There's  no  more  logical  mouthpiece  than  the  RFD  to  tell  the  conservation 
story.     It's  easy  to  get  a  farmer  to  ,,,,  tell  you  via  a  recorder  how  he's 
gone  about  to  hold  his  land.     It's  easy  to  . see  for  yourself  how  the  last 
rain  carried  topsoil  down  the  hillside  and  left  it  at  end  of  the  field  , 
Take  your  recorder  out  to  the  farm,  and  talk  to  the  farmer  about  how  , . c „  he  can 
keep  his  land  where  it  belongs, «, • , ,  I  believe  it's  the  one  thing  that  needs 
primary  attention  from  every  farmer  and  every  RFD  right  now  i" 

Other  RFD's  feel  the  same  way  and  here's  what  some  of  'em  are  doing: 
Emil  Bill,  WMBD,  Peoria,  broadcasts  direct  from  contour  farms P     Bob  Doubleday, 
WFBL,  Syracuse,  does  weekly  6  a.m,  program  with  conservationist,  Gordon 
Louden,  WWL,  New  Orleans,  plans  conservation  work  with  Negroes;   figures  South 
might  as  well  use  good  soil  sent  it. by  North,     Harry  Martin,  WBM,  Indianapolis, 
b'casts  from  Indiana  terracing  contest,    Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  has  huge 
conservation  undertaking,  with  recorded  b' casts  from  7  states,  evening  conser- 
vation shows,  and  sound,  color  movie  for  state  fair. 

We  can't  name  all  who  are  aggressive  in  conservation  work.     But  we're 
going  to  continue  to  report,  when  we  can,  on  those  who've  "seen  their  job 
and  done  it". 

Genetecist  From  Sweden 

A  geneticist  from  the  agricultural  college  at  Uppsala,  Sweden,  will  visit 
agricultural  experiment  stations  in  the  West  and  Middle  West  during  the  next 
three  weeks.    His  name,  Ivor  Johansson.    I.ir.  Johansson  speaks  English  well, 
is  interested  in  all  agricultural  research,  particularly  animal  genetics.  His 
schedule,  after  stops  in  ivliles  City,  Mont,  and  Dubois,  Idaho: 

,„  Q         18-19*  Davis,  Calif,,.  Aug  20,  Berkeley       Aug  22,  Fontana ,  Calif, 
(J.S,  Rabbit  Station)  ,.  Aug  29,  Manhattan,  Kan...  Aug  30,  Columbia,  Mo..„ 
Sept    2-3,  Ames,  Iowa  P.  Sept  4-5,  Urbana,  111, 

Dodd  Delegate  to  FAQ  Meet 

IT.  S,  States  delegation  to  the  third  meeting  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  of  the  United  Nations        Geneva,  Aug  25       will  be  headed  by  N.  E, 
Dodd,  under-secretary  of  agriculture,     L.  A#  Wheeler,  director,  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  and  W.  A.  Jump,  director,  USDA  Office  of  Budget 
and  Finance,  are  listed  as  alternates.    Among  others  expected  to  attend  are 
Senators  Thomas  and  Young;  Congressmen  Murray  and  Zimmerman;  Brinkley, 
National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives;  Goss,  master  of  the  National  Grange; 
Ogg  of  the  Farm  Bureau;  Patton  of  the  Farmer's  Union,  and  about  10  others  from 
in  and  outside  the  Federal  government. 


From  The  Kadderly  Diary 


We*ve  received  from  Wallace  Kadderly  his  personal  account  of  his  recent 
trip  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  ».  a  trip  he  made  on  behalf  of  our  govern- 
ment and  all  agricultural  broadcasters,  and  on  an  invitation  from  the  Australian 
government*    "rnfe  plan  to  use  parts  of  it  ,  •  especially  those  sections  dealing  with 
broadcasting  and  agriculture  "down  under".    First  installment  this  week: 

The  Trip  -    •  -  ' 

Fast  and  smooth.    Left  *San  Francisco  Friday,  March  21,  at  10:00  p.m. 
Arrived  Honolulu  (2>400  miles)  following  morning  after  12  hrs.  5  minutes  flying 
timet,  .  Left  Honolulu  at  noon  that  day  (Saturday);  arrived  Canton  Island  (1,910 
miles)  after  9  hrs.  5  minutes  in  air.     Overnight  in  Canton  Island,  which  is 
200  miles  south -of  the  equator.     Left  10:00  a.m.  Sunday  (March  23),  arrived 
at  Nandi  in  Fiji  Island  after  6  hrs*  35  minutes  in  air.    Overnight  stop.  Took 
off  5 iOO^" a.m.  "next  morning  (that  would  be  Tuesday,  not  Monday,  because  we  lost 
a  day  when  we  crossed  the  International  Date  Line  shortly  before  a'rrival  at 
Nandi),    Arrived  in  Noumea,  New  Caledonia  in*  4  hrs,  20  minute's >  After  one  hour 
stop,     left  for  Sydney,  arrived  3:00  p,m,  ,,,  11  hours  after  leaving  'Noumea,, 
This  totals  7,725  miles  from  San  Francisco,  in  43  hours,  5  minutes  actual  flying 
time* 

Thirty-three  passengers  on  the  trip,  crew  of  nine,  including  captain,  co- 
pilot, navigator,  asst»  navigator,  engineer,  two  radio  officers,  purser,  and 
stewardess.    Perfect  weather.     Flew  most  of  the  time  at  10,000  feet, 

Sydney 

Modern,  on  beautiful  harbor;  1,200,000  population.    Most  homes  built  of 
brick.     Weather  at  present,  clear,  cool,  slightly  humid.     Very  much  like  early 
fall  in  San  Francisco,     Street  cars  are  called  "trams";  men  are  referred  to  as 

a  cove    or  a  "bloke".     Traffic  moves  on  left  side  of  streets  and  sidewalks. 
Coins  are  "two  bob-1  (2  shillings);   one  shilling;  sixpence;  three  pence,'  penny 
and  halfpenny.  ■  *  J 

Water  is  something  to  wash  in,,  mostly.     People  here  drink  beer  as  we  drink 
water.    Meals  in  restaurants  and  hotels  are  good;  and  very  reasonable.  Street 

4Gdavsre3  Te4^Ze  "TV*  d;rt0™  area*    AS  *ifl  is  bitten,  I  have  been  here 
lntfn  °'i   gettinS  ml  fQet  on  the  ground.     Have  spent  most  of  my  time  with 
SSSSJ  *******  °f  **** 1  ^adcasts  *>r  the  Australian  Broadcast^ 

"ruraf'm^^Vo^^  ^  ^dinS  interstate  rural  officers  conference  

Participated  in  °  °  StQti°n  S6rvice  director  in  the  U' 

the  Sooken  Word"    *  f  ^T?'  fsPeciolly  on  such  subjects  as  "Techniques  of 

the6    ^  vLt"  ^thff,  ^  °f  "a^Ualit^  leasts  (that  woVd  be 

4         enz        events  on-the~f arm,  or  meetings  covered  with  our  wire  recorder). 

Extension  School  "     -  •    ■  .-.  .       .  ,  j 

by  ^^oTlI^TTiT^t^  ?  SCh°dl  °n  mothods  attended 

men  are  the  eSlent  o^euf  I  ^      Wsles, ^P^tment  ef  Agriculture.  These 
Some  are  as  large  as  th entL ?Tl  a6™ultu™1  °Sents-     ^ey  work  in  districts, 
extension  wooers  il  til  u    s  ^    ^  *°  ^  °n  USe  °f  rSdio  * 
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Have  made  two  broadcasts  so  far  over  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission 
network.     One  of  these  was  in  their  "Country  Hour"  broadcast  from  12:15  to  1:15 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,    The  other  in  the  "Guest  of  Honor"  session  — 
"session"  means  "program"  to  us. 

i 

Royal  Easter  Show  >  ■  .  .  . 

Attended  banquet  meeting  of  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
This  society  sponsors  the  Royal  Easter  Show  ...  biggest  livestock  and  farjn 
products  exposition  in" the  world,  they  say.     It  opened  today,  Saturday, 
March  29.    attendance  of  100,000  is  forecast.     That's  for  today,  only.     This  is 
the  first  time  since  1941  the  show  has  been  held.    Runs  10  days  and  7  mghuS. 
Entries  include  1,300  beef  and  dairy  animals;  1,400  thoroughbred  horses;  1,500 
dogs,  2,400  poultry;  500  pigs.    Seventy-one  (71)  acres  in  the  showgrounds. 

Tonight  I  will  be  a  guest  of  Shorthorn  Society  of  Australia.    One  of  the 
features  of  the  show  is  selection  of  national  champion  Junior  Farmer.  State 
champions  already  named.     John  Green  of  British  Broadcasting  Company  and  I 
will  judge  these  state  champions  and  select  national  winner.     Junior  Farmers 
correspond  to  our  4-H  Clubs. 

April  9,  I  take  off  by  air  for  Adelaide  to  spend  three  "d$.y6 1  in.  stato  of 
South  Australia;  then  to  Melbourne  for  five  days  in  state  of  Victoria;  then  to 
Tasmania  for  three  days;  and  back  to  Sydney.    Will  then  spend  a  week  in  trip 
over  New  South  VJales.    Will  visit  orchards,  farms,  sheep,  cattle  ranches  (they 
call  them  "stations"  over  here).    Some  of  these  "stations"  are  extremely  large 
—  running  up  to  1,000,000  acres.    That's  right,  a  million  acres,  population 
of  Australia  is  roughly  seven  million.    About  half  the  people  live  in  the 
capital  cities  of  the  seven  states* 

Some  General  Notes 

Butter,  sugar,  tea  and  red  meat  are  rationed  here.    Also  most  wearing  ap- 
parel and  gasoline.     Shoes  unrationed  but  scarce.    Prices  of  many  things  used 
in  everyday  living  are  rather  high  ...  toilet  articles  and  supplies,  laundry 
and  dry  cleaning,  etc.    However,  this  is  not  true  of  meals  and  hotel  rooms;.  I 
have  large  room  with  double  bed,  well  furnished.    Rate  on  weekly  basis  and 
including  breakfast  figures  about  two  dollars  seventy  cents  per  day  our  money. 

Good  meal  in  good  hotel  (half  dozen  Sydney  oysters,  rump  steak,  potatoes, 
cabbage,  dutch  cheese,  and  coffee       cost  six  shillings,  or  96  cents  in  our 
money.)  A  shilling  is  a  rather  liberal  tip  ...  16  cents.    Street-car  (tram  to 
them)  fares  are  on  a  zone  basis  ...  from  my  hotel  in  Kings  Cross  to  downtown 
.is  thrupence  ...  four  cents  in  our  money.    Taxi  from  here  to  city  center  ... 
roughly  a  mile         about  24  cents. 

This  is  the  Easter  Holiday         all  business  closed  from  Friday  morning 
until  Tuesday  morning.    Estimated  300,000  people  have  left  the  city  for  \ 
mountains  and  beaches  ...  and  fully  that  many  have  come  into  the  city  from 
the  country  for  the  Royal  Show.. ,. .My  trip  through  parts  of  New  South  Wales 
will  be  for  two  weeks.    Leave  Sydney  April  30  in  company  of  ^ewellyn  Toyne, 
agricultural  attache  for  the  Uf  S.  Embassy  here.    He  was  formerly  county'lagent 
in  Weld  County,  Colorado, 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


Intermountain  Get-Together 

Since  my  last  letter,  Dane  Reynolds  has  come  in  from  the  West  with  a  fill- 
in  on  the  get-together  (July  30 )  at  Salt  Lake  City  of  folks  from  agricultural 
agencies  and  radio  stations  who  are  concerned  with  farm  and  home  broadcasting. 

The  Salt  Lake  meeting  was  essentially  a  work  session, ., .geared  to  specific 
problems  end  plans  in  farm  and  home  broadcasting  in  Intermountain  territory. 
Each  of  the  agricultural  agencies  (Extension,  USDA,  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture) reviewed  its  services  available  to  radio  stations  in  the  region,  and 
current  objectives  in  which  radio  stations  could  help.    Radio  stations,  in  turn, 
sketched  their  present  and  prospective  farm  and  home  programming,  end  'indicated 
types  of  material  in  which  they  are  interested. 

In  general  dis cus s ions ,  both  stations  and  leaders  expressed  strong  interest 
in  more  comprehensive  market  news  service  in  the  territory,  especially  on  out-of 
state  markets.    Stations  also  expressed  interest  in  more  material  for  women 
listeners.     General  sentiment  seemed  to  be  to  include  more  of  this  material  in 
general  farm  and  home  shows,  rather  than  in  separate  women1 s  features. 

Those  who  attended  this  year  *s  session  unanimously  favored  a  two-day  sossi 

next  year,.,, with  general  meetings,  plus  special  group  sessions  on  such  matters 

as  markets,  women's  features,  Extension  agent  broadcasting,  etc.     There  also  was 

considerable  sentiment  for  follow-up  sessions  of  a  similar  nature  in  individual 

areas  in  the  various  States.     This  year's  session  was  limited  pretty  much  to  Uta.' 

largely  because  of  limited  advance  notice,  and  conflicts  with  other  meetings. 

However,   from  what  we've  heard,  it  looks  as  if  several  other  States  will  attend 
next  year. 

Our  compliments  to  Utah  Extension  for  its  breadth  of  vision  and  initiative 
in  helpingto  bring  together  agricultural  agencies  and  radio  peoole  in  the 
territory.,.. and  to  the  radio  station  folks  who  helped  provide  facilities  and 
program  for  the  session. 

Cordially, 

KEN 
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FHA  Holding  State  Meetings 


AUGUST  22,  1947 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Farmer's  Home  Administration  is  holding  weekly  conferences  for  all  statess 
but  not  in  all  states*    Purpose        discussion  of  plans  for  coming  year.  Meet- 
ing s^heldTweek  of  August  18  in  Montgomery,  Ala, ,  Little  Rock,  Boston,  Milwaukee 
and  Jefferson  City,  Mo*     Boston  meeting  covered  Maine,  N.H. ,  Vt. ,  Mass.,  R.I,, 
Conn,  and  N,Y. 

RFD's  wishing  to  find  out  about  local  end  state  plans,  should  see  state  FHA 
directors  preferably  at  week's  end.  We  recently  sent  RFD1 s  List  of  all  state 
directors. 

Conferences  will  be  held  week  of  Aug.,   25  in  Dallas,  Atlanta,  Philadelphia, 
St.  Paul  and  Denver.    Philadelphia  meeting  will  cover  Perm,,  N, J.,  DelV  and  Md. 
Denver  meeting  covers  Colo*  ,  Ariz,  end  MU    Week  of  Sept.  2  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Columbia,  S.C.,  Richmond,  Va.  ,  Bismarck,  N.D.  and  Salt  Ltke  City.    Week  of 
Sept.  8  in  Alexandria,  La. ,  Raleigh,  N,C„,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Pierre,  S.D,  and 
Son  Francisco,    Week  of  Sept.  15  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  Louisville,  Lincoln,  Neb, 
and  Portland,  Orel     (Pes  Moines  meeting  probably  week1 of  Sept.  15.) 

King  Corn  „ 9  Has  Bad  Year 

Probably  most  RFD1 s  already  have  the  news,  on  August  21  corn  report  ,.  that 
production  now  expected  to  be  smallest  since  1936.     But  since  it's  only  a  two- 
pager,  we  enclose  copy.     It  gives  latest  estimates  for  Corn  Belt  states.  Looks 
like  weather  really  has  given  King  Corn  the  old  one-two  this  year. 

Community  Forests        are  Practical 

„Among  worthwhile  community  projects 'in  recent  years  has  been  establishment 
of  a  Community  Forest.     It's  a  practical  project.     Gives  enjoyment  to  a  lot  of 
people,  shelter  to  midlife  ..  and  in  time  will  yield  a  stead^i™,  SometLs 
a  forest  can  be  used  to  .protect  watershed  for  a  community's  water  suly 
Enclosed  please  find  "Starting  a  Community  Forest",  PP  7' 

Heard  From  v '  . 

•could^W  f  erdL6'  5™'  -Blsmarck'  N'U->  "I  have  a  half-hour  farm  shov,  that 
ITjtt,         I       ,r0m    h!  fansoription  featuring  Lyle  Webster. ...  .He  is  a  former 

Kee^  .ern^ing^0™       ^  P9°Pl9  h°r° 1  get  *  lot  of  good  fr»  ™>  ""or. 
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More  of  ,  .  Comments  by  Kadderly 

Wallace  Kadderly  *•  KGWTs  RFD  who  returned  recently  from  an  Australia- 
New  Zealand  visit  ..  reports  on  days  he  spent  in  Sydney*    At  the  Royal  Easter 
Show,  Wallace  was  "amazed"  at  five  district  exhibits  from  New  South  Wales, 
Some  facts  about  the  first  prize  exhibit,  give  you  an  idea  of  what  he  means.-; 

"Space  is  40  feet  by  40  feet  and  25  feet  high.     Staff  of  up  to  15  people 
worked  16  days  in  installing  it.     Cost  of  installation  ...  $3,225  in  our  money. 
The  exhibit  includes  30  kinds  of  grasses  and  clover;  40  varieties  of  wheat,  oats 
barley,  rye  and  maize  (corn  to  us);  6  varieties  of  cotton;  40  varieties  of  pome 
fruits  (apples,  pears,  etc,);   20  varieties  of  stone  fruits;  35  varieties  of 
citrus;  60  varieties  of  vegetables;  25  varieties  of  crystallized  and  dried 
fruits;  70  varieties  of  canned  fruits;  35  varieties  of  fodder  hays;  all  kinds 
of  wool  in  114  selected  fleeces;  honey;  cheese,  eggs,  bacons,  and  hams;  walnuts, 
hazel  nuts,  pecans,  peanuts,  and  almonds;  14  varieties  of  grapes.    All  these 
products  are  raised  commercially  in  the  western  district  of  the  state  of 
New  South  Wales,    This  district  covers  60,000  square  miles  .,,  two-thirds  as 
large  as  the  state  of  Oregon,    First  prize  in  this  district  competition  is 
about  $1,700  in  our  money, 

"Another    ,xhibit  that  caught  my  attention  is  the  fat  lamb  carcass  show. 
Winning  exhibit  composed  of  three  carcasses  that  averaged  32  pounds  each^ 
dressed  weight.     These  lambs  were  just  ten  weeks  old  when  killed  and  dressed. 
Similar  to  the  famous  Canterbury  Lamb  of  New  Zealand        for  the  export  trade 
•».  mostly  to  England. 

"This  great  show  has  a  magnificent  arena  surrounded  by  bleachers  and  two- 
deck  grandstands.  Seating  capacity  of  about  100,000.  Arena  is  turfed,  with  a 
three -eighths' mile  track  around  itv  Something  going  on  in  the  arena  from  9  in 
•the  morning  until  10 s30  at- night. ... .various  competitions  and  exhibitions  such 
as  riding  and  harness  events;  winner  of  the  sheaf-tossing  contest  pitched  an 
8-pound  sheaf  over  a  bar  47  feet  above  the  ground.  This  contest  is  run  off 
something  like  a  high  jump  or  pole  vault  contest  in  one  of  our  track  meets  . . , 
the  bar  being  moved  up  as  the  contestants  clear  it. 

"Another  entertaining  contest  is  the  wood-chopping  competition.  This 
feature  has  a  separate  arena  with  permanent  bleachers  that  seat  about  2,000 
people.     Competition  extends  over  several  days  with  heats,  semi-finals  and 
finals.     One  of  these  finals  was  the  so-called  10-inch  handicap..    Each  con- 
testant chops  a  10-inch  log  in  two  .,,  said  log  rests  on  a  cradle  placed  on 
the  ground.     Then  he  goes  to  a  block  about  3  feet  high  on  which  a  10-inch 
log  is  fastened  firmly  in  an  upright  position  ...  giving  the  effect  of  a 
standing  tree.     The  winner  cut  both  the  horizontal  log  and  standing  block  in 
two,  in  50  seconds.    The  wood  used  is  hardwood'...  comparing  with  our  hickory, 

"To  list  the  broadcasts  I  have  made  here  so  far:     l)    At  the  airport  on 
arrival,  a  transcription:    Why  I  am  Here,     2)    Conversation  with  John  Douglass, 
director  of  rural  broadcasts  for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission;  greet- 
ings from  U.S.A.     3)    Straight  talk  on  the  A. B.C.  Guest  of  Honour  Program.  4) 
Conversation  with  John  Green  of  the 'British  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  Bernie 
Carter  of  the  -A.'B*C . . .. ,  comparing  Australian  Junior  Farmer  Clubs  with 

(Continued  on  page  3) 
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our  4-H  and  FFA*     5)    Broadcast  of  competition  to  select  National  Winner  in 
Junior  Farmer  Contest,     6)    Assisting  Dick  Sneddon  of  the  A, B.C.  and  John 
Green  in  describing  the  Grand  Livestock  Parade  in  the  arena,     7)     Talk  in 
the  A*B,C,  news  review  on  impressions  of  the  royal  show,     8)  Conversation 
•    with  John  Douglass  on  agricultural  extension  work  and  agricultural  research 
in  the  United  States* 

"All  eight  were  on  national  network    . .  3  daytime;  5  nighttime,.  In 
addition,  made  two  recordings  for  use  in  KGV/  FARM  TIME*     One  was  description 
of  the  livestock  ?«r«<1©  in  the  arena,  with  John  Green  and  John  Douglass,  and 
Dick  Sneddon;  the  other  with  Douglass  and  Lew  Toyne,  agricultural  attache 
for  the  United  States  Embassy,  on  variety  of  impressions,  but  emphasizing 
description  of  wool  and  sheep  industry  in  Australia  by  Toyne." 

The  Seven  "Sees"  ...In  Farm  Ownership 

County  supervisors  of  the  Farmers  Home  administration  , „  in  working  with 
the  farm  families  to  whom  they  make  loans,  follow  the  seven  "sees".     They  are 
l)See  that  loans  are  made  to  eligible  families  who  need  the  help,  who  are 
worthy  of  the  help,  and  who  understand  the  benefits  and  obligations  involved 
in  teaming  up  with  the  Farmers  Home  Administration.     2)     See  that  the  farms 
selected  are  farms  on  which  it  is  possible  for  a  qualified  family  to  make  a 
satisfactory  living.     3)     See  that  the  farms  are  put  in  livable  and  operatable 
condition  at  the  start.     4)     See  that  the  investment  is  not  greater  than  the 
value  of  the  farm  from  an  earning  capacity  standpoint*     5)     See  that  a  good 
farming  system  is  adopted,     6)  See  that  good  farm  management,  home  management, 
and  money  management  methods  are  practiced*     7)     See  that  farms  are  well  main- 
tained. 

Suggestion  for  Accident  Prevention 

In  talking  this  week  with  Jack  Wetzel,  USDA  member  of  National  Farm  Safety 
Committee,  we  asked  him  what  he'd  do  in  planning  a  farm  safety  b'cast.     He  said, 
"I'd  look  for  local  angles        experience  stories.    Almost  any  local  person  who's 
had  an  accident,  ought  to  be  glad  to  go  on  tho  air  and  tell  how  it  happened  . , 
and  especially,  how  It  could  have  been  avoided." 

Sounds  like  a  good  idea,     Maybe  a  good  time  would  be  while  the  unlucky 
person  is  recovering;  while  he's  still  wearing  bandages  or  getting  around  on 
crutches,,     Farm  accident  prevention  is  a  year  around  job*    \l  series  of  inter- 
views with  those  who've  been  hurt        could  be  the  finest  kind  of  service  to 
farm  listeners. 

i/e'd  be  glad  to  know  if  any  of  you  try  out  the  idea,   or  have  already  used 
it.     We  believe  it  would  be  one  approach  to  the  problem,,     Keep  in  mind  that 
nearly  16,000  farm  persons  lose  their  lives  each  year  in  farm  accidents. 
Another  1-500,000  are  seriously  injured,, 

(Before  long  we  hope  to  give  you  something  on  fire  losses.  Fire 
Prevention  Week  comes  along  soon.     Fire  is  a  farm  foe,  as  much  as  accidents* 
Farm  fires  destroy  around  $90,000,000  worth  of  property  each  year,  according 
to  official  figures.) 
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Federal Land  . ,  Is  Our  Land 

There  came  across  this  desk  a  few  days  ago,  a  7  5-page  publication  titled 
Federal  Rural  Lands,,     It's  about  two-thirds  text  , .  the  rest  tables ,  Y/e've 
read  from  it  a  number  of  times,  each  time  finding  something  new  and  different, 
We  can't  send  each  RFD  a  copy,  but  Bert  Johnson  in  BAE  tells  us  he  can  send  a 
copy  on  request*  Ask  for  Federal  Rural  Lands ,  by  Reuss  and  McCracken* 

The  authors  te21  us  that  the  13  original  states,  Texas  and  a  few  private 
owners  held  title  to  about  a  quarter  of  the  nearly  two  billion  acres  which  our 
national  ^government  acquired  by  international  agreement  and  treaty*     This  land 
was  never  available  to  the  Federal  government  •  «  when  it  began  to  pass  land 
into  private  ownership. 

Of  the  other  three  quarters  , ,  the  original  public  domain  . ,  only  about 
400  million  acres  remain.     These  acres  are  mostly  mountainous  forests,  or  arid 
grazing  and  barren  -land.    Some  of  the  latter  is  good  farm  land  , ,  if  and  when 
it  can  be  irrigated* 


Some  years  ago  our  Uncle  Sam  became  conservation-minded,   and  legislation 
protects  virtually  all  "public  domain"  land.     After  giving  history  of  our 
federal  rural  lands,  the  publication  tells  story  of  how  these  lands  are 
administered  by  various  agencies  of  Agriculture  and  Interior  Departments,  by 
TVA  and  to  some  extent  by  Army  and  Navy, 


now 


We  recommend  Federal  Public  Lands  for  reading  and  reference.     You'll  find 
individuals^83  qUite  a  Stake  in  land  "  >•  e™  i*  we.  don't  own  any  as 

Meeting  on  Corn  Driers 

Last  week  we  mailed  you  news  release  announcing  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
August  26,  at  Purdue,  to  discuss  with  manufacturers,  requirements  for  farm  corn- 
drying  equipment  c.  as  agreed  upon  by  State  and  Federal  agricultural  engineers. 
As  soon  as  specifications  have  been  discussed  with  manufacturers,  information 
on  standard  requirements  will  be  furnished  state  and  county  officials.  See 
your  county  agent  or  the  chairman  of  your  county  agricultural  conservation  com- 
mittee,    Or  see  your  state  extension  editor  and  the  chairman  of  the  state  PMA 
committee,,     (Any  RFD  who  wants  to  attend  the  August  26  meeting,  will  be  welcome, 
we  are  told,) 

It's  hard  to  talk  about  soft  corn  and.  early  frosts,  when  thermometers  are 
hitting  around  the  100-degree  mark.     But  as  an  Ipwa  farmer  said  this  week,  "The 
corn  we  have,  is  going  to  be  valuable  ..  end  some  of  it  is  sure  to  be  soft", 

iVhen  a  few  of  the  mechanical  driers  are  set  up  throughout  the  Corn  Belt, 
there  ought  to  be  some  good  opportunities  for  RFD's  with  wire  recorders.  We'll 
try  to  keep  you  informed,, 

A  nice  point  about  work  that's  being  done  now  to  standardize  farm  driers 
is  that  information  will  be  useful  in  future  years,  regardless  of  needs  in 
1947, 


Lady  from  Palestine 


Usually  our  foreign- visitors  are  men*        Now  comes  a  lady       Miss  Rebecca 
Breizman,  principal  of  Girl's  Agricultural  Training  Farm,  Petach  Tikvah, 
Palestine*'  Miss  Breizman,  who'll  be  in  this  country  until  the  latter  part  of 
November^    specializes  in  "nurseries  cultivating  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flov/ers  and  house  plants".     Speaks  English  well*    Might  fit  in  on  farm  b'cast, 
if  her  visits  take  her  to  your  locality. 

Agricultural  experiment  stations  she'll  visit,  beginning  8/25,  ares 
Aug  25-27,  Wooster,  Ohio  . .  Sept  2-4,  East  Lansing  . .  Sept  10-12,  Davis,  Calif 
. .  Sept  15-16,  Berkeley  . ,  Sept  29-0ct  1,  Los  Angeles  ,  /  Oct  27-29,  Tucson  . . 
Nov  3-5,  Weslaco,  Tex  (citrus  substation)  . .  Nov  10-12,  Gainesville,  Fla  .  . 
Nov  13-15,  Lake  Alfred,  Fla  (citrus  substation)        Nov  18-20,  Norfolk  (Va. 
Truck  Exp  Station). 


Turkish  Agricultural  Mission 


Visiting  in  the  United  States  for  the  next  six  weeks  is  a  Turkish  Agri- 
cultural Mission.     There  are  five  members  • «.  Faruk  Sunter,  manager  of  coopera- 
tives in'  Turkish  ministry  of  commerce*  and  Behcet  Ongay,  manager  of  research 
in  Turkish  Soil  Products  Office  , .  speak  good  English.     Their  interests; 
Grainy  fruit,  dairying,  cotton  and  tobacco* 

Mission  already  has  visited  Kansas  City,  and  since  Aug.  18  has  been  in 
Sacramento,  Calif.     Beginning  Aug.  30  they'll  be  in  Portland,  Ore.,  with  G,  A. 
Scott  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  and  Clyde  Kiddle,  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation. 

Itinerary  after  thats     Sept  15,  St,  Paul,  contact  R,  A,  Bodin  of  BAE  and 
James  A.  Cole'  of  CCC,..,0ct  1,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  Frank  Parker  of  BAE,  and  V/.  R, 
Wilson  of  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  and  Harold  G.  Connelly,  also 
of  PMA. ..*0ct.  16,  Orlando,  Fla.,  J.  C.  Towns end,  Jr,  of  BAE. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Payments  in  Mexico 

Word  from  Mexico        where  United  States  officials  are  cooperating  with  the 
authorities  of  Mexico  in  suppressing  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  that  country 
is  that  indemnity  payments  for  cattle  destroyed  are  averaging  a  little  over  $49 
a  bead.     Cattle  appraisals  are  made  jointly  by  United  States  and  Mexican 
valuation  experts  in  presence  of  owners  or  their  representatives. 

ties  fore^rS  °f  ^  U:?'-Me*ican  agreement,  our  country  has  paid  all  indemni- 
goatsf  SiaCG  A?rU  10'  MexiG°  Ql1  ^emnities  for  swine,  sheeP,  and 

area/iJS^S^  f^tu^^^^l   °l  M  infect*d 

unimproved  animals  var'  £ diffS V'  1  If    *  nUmb9rS  °f  ^Sis^ered  and 

July  26     cattle  1 ^1^4-      d:fferent  localities.     During  the  4-week  period  ended 

7  26  c.ttle  indemnities  m  various  States  ranged  from  about  $25  So  $60  a  head. 
Just  Out  Today  (8/22) 

Statistical  Summary  dated  Aug.  15.     It's  enclosed. 


Pillars        in         Temple  of  Peace 

*~*a  fnr  ripliverv  by  .Secretary  of;-".'ar 
I       Z  Z  H.lei6H,  on  Aug.  22, 

W  ere  *•  f^°£ J^iSt^eKentSsIf  , 

....is  the  agrieultural  pillar,  the  Jood  and  f °f in^f°  aan  ^u  steal. 

hu^an  life  which  find  Wr  ^  '1  ^ /suffer..*,,  they 

A  hunery  nation  vail  revait  P^i[-6C'- 
mil  run  the  gamut  from  .unrest,  to  war, •.•-.'•■ 

40  million  today...,. 

"To  stop  the  drain  on  our  own  treasury,  we  must  establish  the  ability  of 
Germany  to  support  itself  by  productive  work.. . .Germans  are  not  yet  receiving 
enough  .food,-  to  give  them  the  strength  for  productive  enterprises,  ihe 
average  male  city  dweller  in  Germany  between  ages  of  20   and  39  weighed  only  • 
133  pounds  in  May  of  this  year, . ••greatly  below  standard." 

Science  and  Industry  , ,  Are  Partners 

we've  all  heard  how  agricultural  science  benefits  farmers.     But  it  benefits 
others  too/  Quoting  from  a  mimeo'd  publication  by  USDA's  Agricultural  Research 
Administrations    "Many  a  resourceful  citizen  has  put  a  new  or  improved  plant, 
animal,  machine,  insecticide,  or  other  product  or  process  to  hie  own  good  use 
in  factory,  store,  office  or  home.  •  .>  * :  After  a  scientist  has  developed  an*  *3S*" 
proved  insecticide,  for  instance,  manufacturers  get  the  formula,  make  the 
product,  and  sell  it.     Science  draws  the  plans  and  prepares  the  blueprints. 
Business  and  industry  are  the  partners  that  do  the  final  work." 

The  publication  then  gives  examples,    Hog  cholera  serum  was  developed 
through  research  by  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  scientists-     It's  now  made  by 
about  40  commercial  establishments  ..  licensed  under  the  Federal  Virus-Serum- 
Toxin  Act.     The  Bureau  also  developed  a  vaccine  to  prevent  brucellosis,  a 
bacterin  to  protect  cattle  against  shipping  fever^.and  an  antigen  widely  used 
to  diagnose  pullorum  disease  in  poultry.    The  veterinary  biologic  industry 
now  prepares  more  than  70  products.    Annual  expenditures  for  them,  not  count- 
ing cost  of  their  application  by  veterinarians  and  fanners,  are  about '$19,000,000* 

k  typical  contribution  to  dairy  technology  is  development  of  a  process 
for  making  textile  fiber  from  casein  of  skim  milk.     Domestic  production  of 
such  fiber  has  reached  10,000,000  pounds  annually.     Commercially  made  lactic 
acid  now  enters  into  manufacture  of  plastics,  lacquers  and  related  products, 
besides  having  many  industrial  uses  of  its  own. 

We  aren't  able  to  send  a  copy  of  this  publication  to  all  RFD's*    But  we 
can  get  you  a  copy  on  request,    Ask  for  Farm  Science  in  Industry.  It's  by 
Dallas  Burch        and  one  of  the  most  concise,  compact  summaries  we've  read. 
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Farm  Populations 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  put  out  this  week  a  10fpage  statement 

(text  and  tables)  0^1940-47  U,  S.  farm  population  estates  -  copy  enclosed 

for  EFD's.     Seems  to  us  it  has  a  lot  of  informal  lor  local  b  casts 
(Estimates  of  farm  population  by  states  covers  years  1920-45).    Hope  you  can 
make  good  use  of  it  I 

Cranberry  Report  ,  .  ' 

It  may  be  interesting  (with  holiday  dinners  in  prospect)  to  note  that 
cranberry  Production  for  1947  is  forecast  at  770,900  barrels  by  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board.     The  1946  crop  was  857,100  barrels,  and  the  1936-45  average 
was  638,830  barrels.     Prospects  are  favorable  in  oil  producing  areas,  although 
not  up  to  the  very  large  1946  crops  in  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey  and  Wisconsin. 

Massachusetts  crop  is  forecast  at  505,000  barrels...  9  percent  below  the 
large  1946  crop  but  19  percent  larger  than  average.    New  Jersey  has  a  prospect 
of  93,000  barrels        8  percent  below  the  large  1946  crop  but  11  percent  above 
average*    For  Wisconsin  a  112,000  barrel  crop  is  indicated  ..  23  percent  below 
the  record  1946  crop  of  14  5,000  barrels  but  15  percent  above  average.  For 
Washington  a  record-large  crop  of  42,900  barrels  is  forecast  . .  2  percent  above 
last  year  and  77  percent  above  overage.     Oregon  has  a  production  prospect  of 
18,000  barrels  ,.  a  record-large  crop  ..  12  percent  above  last  year  and  over 
twice  the  10-year  average, 

FAQ  Issues  World  Fiber  Survey  *  \  •. 

The  World  Fiber  Survey,  by  the  Food  and  agriculture  Organization  of  the 
United  Actions,  estimates  that  in  1946-47  world  production  of  the  five  major 
apparel  and  household  fibers        cotton,  wool,  silk,  flax  and  rayon  , .  wgs 
about  one  quarter  below  the  1934*-38  average*    Owing  to  the  feet  that  the  carry- 
over of  cotton  and  wool  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  was  larger  than. normal, 
total  supply  of  these  fibers  was  approximately  the  same  in  1946-47  as  in  1934-38. 
World  production  in  1947-48  should  be  a  little  higher  than  in  1946-47  but  still 
considerably  below  the  prewar  level, 

Between  1939  iand  1947,  price  of  raw 'cotton  almost  -quadrupled  and. ther  price  of 
raw  wool  nearly  doubled,  the  Survey  points  out.     The  most  widespread  difficulty 
in  fiber  processing  continues  to  be  shortage  of  labor.     In  a  period  of  full 
employment,    labor    can  find  better  paid  work  elsewhere.    Lack  of  fuel,  power, 
and  chemicals  has  also  impeded  production, ' 

Two  years  after  the  end  of  hostilities,  consumer  stocks  of  apparel  and 
household  goods  are  still  extremely  low.     The  world's  areas  of  major  textile 
dearth,  are  parts  of  continental  Europe,  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics, 
Africa,  China,  Southeast  ^sia,  and  Japan,     Domestic  clothing  consumption  is  still 
severely  curtailed  even  in  countries  with  relatively  high  general  consumption 
levels  such  as  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

We  can  get  you  a  copy  of  World  Fiber  Survey  ,.  on  request. 


8.- 

AMONG-  OURSELVES 


Extension  RFD.'.s  ...  Report 


Couple  of  Extension  RFDTs  wrote  us  this  week.     Told  us  what  they're  doing 
..  good  examples  of  how  some  Extension  radio  men  do  a  job  on  their  own  programs, 
as  well  as  helping  others* 

Burnis  Arnold,  extension  radio  specialist  in  Oklahoma,  writes s    "I  am 
running  three  shows  a  day  now.  ...The  new  Oklahoma  network. . „ .kicked  off  this 
morning,     it's  a  15-minute  show,  6  to  6:15  a.m.,  Monday  thro'  Saturday.     I  call 
it  Farm  Party  Line.     Starts  out  with  a  general  ring  on  an  old  'fashioned  wall 
telephone-    We  give  markets  and  weather,  plus  operational  advice  to  go  along 
with  the  weather. 


The  rest  of  it  is, .  .'.information  and  news  about  farmers. . .  .along  the  line 
of  gossip  you  hear  over  the  rural  telephone.     It's  a  farm  show,  with  color  and 
showmanship, ...  for  go'od  measure*     There  are  nine  stations  on  the  network.... 
well  distributed  over  the  state,  (some  don't  have)  a  full-time  farm  editor,... 
We  still  work  closely  with  agents  in  every  county,  on  their  farm  and  home 
b'cast  jobs," 

Dick  Cech,  who  recently  took  over  Bill  Zipf's  job  as  Extension  radio  editor 
in  Ohio,  says,  "I'm  planning  series  of  transcribed  discussions  on  soft  corn 
problem  for  Ohio  farmers „     I've  arranged  with  extension  agronomists  for  material 
on  corn  maturity;  what  we  can  expect  in  way  of  frost  dates,  etc.     Another  will 
be  on  feeding  of  soft  corn  to  livestock,  and  a  third  by  extension  engineers  on 
handling  soft  corn  ?.  husking  and  cleaning.     A  final  one  (will  be)  on  storing, 
with  additional  drying.  6* 

.„  +^RSVin  be.ssIen  nkMtes  long,  two  to  a  side  (16-inch. diso),  and  vail 
here  Sll    "  "  quUe  evident  v;e're  SoinS  to  have  soft  corn 

someAin^  Th    !      ~  °f  thS  °°rn  ln  °hi°  is  fod  *TO>  important  to  do 

buUetS6      if  S0fVrnnlnStrU0tl°n'    Radi°  WiU  be  ™PPle»«ted  by  emergency 
bulletin  ..  m  more  detail.     Va  working  with  Extension  soft  corn  committee." 

Heard  From 

Daryle  Feldmeir,  WCAL  farm  reporter,  Northfield,  Minn.,  "Thanks  for  service 
of  the  RFD  Letter,  and  coverage-  you  are  giving.     I've  just  taken  over        but  like 
it  very  much.    We  have  a  half-hour  spot  on  six  days  a  week,  6:15  to  6:45,  the 
FiJRM  SALUTE.     We  have  been  doing  quite  a  lot  of  work  with  our  tape  recorder  .* 
field  trips  and  on-the-spot  recordings." 

Cordially, 
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Burkhead  Tries  Television 


Frie  s 


This  week  we  filled  our  first  request  for  "television  talent"  in  the 
Nation1 s  capital.    Charles  E.  Burkhead  of  USDA's  crop  reporting  board  ap- 
peared before  the  bright  lights  on  Dumont  Television  for  an  informal  interview 
on  crop  prospects  , .  in  view  of  this  summer's  unusual  weather.  Burkhead's 
principal  comment  was  that  the  studio       with  temperatures  well  over  100  degree 
was  hotter  than  corn  belt  corn  fields. 


Wanta'  Talk  Turkev 


See  Enclosed 


RFD's  who  take  a  few  moments  each  day  to  peruse  USDA's  Daily  Summary, 
probably  noted  that  this  year's  turkey  crop  is  estimated  at  16%  under  last 
year.     Large  stock  of  stored  turkeys  at  last  year's  end,  high  feed  costs 
and  uncertainty  about  this  year's  turkey  prices  caused  decrease. 

Also  , .  higher  feed  prices  are  main  reason  v/hy  growers  expect  to  market 
even  more  turkeys  before  November,  than  they  did  last  year,     (Summary  also 
reported  that  USDA  would  start  its  turkey  support  price  program  on  September  1 
..  a  month  earlier  than  planned.     Purchases  will  reflect  national  average  price 
of  90  percent  of  August  15  parity  price  for  turkeys.  -  See  enclosed  release.) 

Because  we're  coming  into  that  season  of  the  year  when  all  of  us  like  to 
"talk  turkey",  we're  sending  RFD's  this  week's  report  on  1947  turkey  crop. 
It's  too  factual  to  boil  down  for  this  Letter.    Find  it  enclosed . 

Reinforcements  For  Foot-and- Mouth  Fight 

To  accelerate  the  campaign  against  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico,  the 
joint  Moxi  can— Unit ed  „ State s  Commission  in  charge  announces  that  more  sanitary 
technicians  and  additional  equipment  will  be  assigned  to  cleaning  and  disin- 
fecting operations.    The  present  staff  of  these  specialists  will  be  increased 
from  24  to  more  than  100.     New  equipment  includes  100  tank  trailers  to  carry 
disinfecting  solutions,  100  power  sprayers,  150  hand  sprayers,  35  trucks,  and 
hundreds  of  small  items  such  as  wheelbarrows,  buckets  and  brooms.     After  in- 
fected cattle,  swine,  sheep  and  goats  are  slaughtered,  farm  premises  are 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected. 
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Salvaged  Fats  ..  We  Still  Need  'Em 

There  came  this  week  from  Bro.  Sam  Schneider,  KVOO,  Tulsa,  a  plaintive 
note,  as  follows:    "We  keep  getting  requests  to  plug  for  saving  fats  ..  and 
my  wife  can't  get  rid  of  the  cans  she  has  saved.    What's  the  pitch?"    A  re- 
cent memo  to  state  chairmen  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
states : 

"In  spite  of  considerable  fluctuation  in  price  levels,  and  in  the 
current  availability  of  fats  and  oils,  Department  specialists  report  supply 
(especially  of  the  inedible  fats  and  oils)  is  still  far  below  domestic  world 
needs.     Salvaged  fats  therefore  continue  to  be  an  important  contribution  to 
short  over-all  supplies,  and  they  probably  will  be  needed  for  some  months  to 
come, 

"Private  industry,  through  the  American  Fat  Salvage  Committee,  has  the 
basic  responsibility  for  fat, salvage  operations.     It  finances  and  directs  the 
active  campaign  work.     The  Department  of  Agriculture,  continuing  government 
cooperation  ....  of  more  than  five  years, „ outlines  the  supply-demand  situation 
at  intervals  and  gives  such  general  support  as  is  appropriate  through  its 
regular  service's." 

Accepting  salvaged  fats  is  on  a'  voluntary  basis  as  far  as  retail  stores 
are  concerned,  but  PMA  will  do  all  it  can  to  encourage  dealers  to  accept  fats 
just  as  they  have  in  the  past.    A  survey  shows  that  nearly  all  retail  dealers 
are  still  receiving  fats.     To  Mrs.   Schneider  and  any  other  cooperating  house- 
wives who  have  salvaged  fats  they  can't  dispose  of  . ,  we  suggest:    Write  your 
State  PMA  committee  chairman  or  the  American  Fat  Salvage  Committee,  247  Park 
Avenue,  .New  YorE" City,  ( In  Oklahoma  the  state  PMA  chairman  is  H.  P,  Moffitt, 
whose  address*  is  the  Etherton  Building,  Stillwater.) 

Boos        For  a  Bullfighter 

From  Mexico,  where  our  government  is  cooperating  with  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment is.  stamping  out  foot-and-mouth  disease,  come  reports  of  the  respect  which 
the  Mexicans  have  for  "the  sanitary  rifle",  as  the  campaign  is  known  there. 
For  example:    At  a  bullfight  in  Mexico  City  the  matador  had  failed  in  several 
attempts  to  kill  his  bull  with  the  usual  weapon  ..  a  sword.     From  the  hoping 
audience  came  a  lusty  voice,  "Get  a  sanitary  rifle  1" 

Secretary  Anderson  on  NBC 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  will  speak  (September  5)  on  the  fourth 
of  a  series  of  five  NBC  broadcasts  dealing  with  world  food  problems:,  .-Time, 
9  to  9:30  p.m.,  Eastern  Daylight  Saving  Time, 

USDA  Offers  to  Buy  Tomatoes 

USDA  has  offered  to  buy  canned  tomatoes  for  use  in  the  school  lunch  program, 
Purchases  will  be  in  carlots  or  more.     This  offer  to  buy. will  aid  processors  who 
fear  over- stocking. 


Farm  Prices        as  of  August  15 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economies'  monthly  "Agricultural  Prices"  (as  of 
8/l5)  was  issued  August  29.     Here's  a  summary  on  a  few  major  farm  products: 


Average 

Prices 

Received 

Parity 

Price  as 

by  Farmers 

Price 

Percentage 

of  Parit; 

1909-14 

8-15-46 

8-15-47 

8-15-47 

8-15-47 

Wheat  (bu. ) 

%  .884 

11.78 

|2.10 

$2.08 

101 

Rye  (bu. ) 

.72 

1.62 

,  2.11 

1.69 

125 

Corn  (bu. ) 

.642 

1.80 

'  2,19 

1.51 

145 

Oats  (bu.) 

.  399 

.734 

.948 

.938 

101 

Barley  (bu.) 

.  619 

1.30 

1.61 

1.45 

111 

Hay  ( ton ) 

11,87 

15.10 

15..30 

27.90 

55 

Cotton  (lb.) 

.124 

,335 

.331 

,291' 

114 

Soybeans  (bu.) 

2,35 

3.07 

2.26 

— - 

Peanuts  (lb.) 

,048 

.089 

.098 

.113 

87 

Flaxseed  (bu.) 

1.69 

3.64 

5.73 

3.97' 

144 

Potatoe s  (bu. ) 

.697 

1.43 

1.61 

1.75 

92 

Apples , (bu. ) 

.  96 

2.27 

2.05 

2.26 

91 

Oranges  (box) 

2.91 

1,86 

3.57 

52 

Hogs  (cwt,*) 

7,27 

.  20.80 

24.40 

17,10 

143 

Beef  ( cwt.  )' 

5.42 

15.70 

20.00 

12.70 

157 

Lambs  (cwt.) 

5,88 

16.40 

21.00 

13.80 

Butter fat  (lb.) 

,263 

.708 

.621 

,588 

125 

Milk  (cwt.) 

1.60 

4.34 

4.00 

3,68 

109 

Chickens  (lb.) 

.114 

.276 

.269 

.268 

100 

Eggs  (doz.) 

.215 

.391 

.475 

.51 

93 

Higher  prices  for  feed  and  a  general  rise  in  farmers'  living  costs  raised 
parity  prices  nearly  2%  during  the  month  ended  August  15,  the  BAE  reported 
(Aug,  29).     At  a  new  record  of  235%  of  the  1910-14  average,  the  index  of  prices 
paid,  interest,  and  taxes  is  16%  higher  than  a  year  ago.     Higher  prices  re- 
ceived for  feed  crops,  truck  crops,  meat  animals,  and  dairy  products  offset 
sharp  drops  in  prices  of  fruit  and  cotton.     Current  corn  prospects'  were  largely 
responsible  for  increases  in  both  prices  received  and  prices  paid" for  feed. 

Production  Credit     .  For  Farmers 

Gifford  Hoag  of  Farm  Credit  Administration  handed  us  a  publication  this 

week,  with  comment  ..  "Maybe  RFD's  would  like  a  copy".     It's  entitled  "The 

Production  Credit  System".-    The  booklet  gives  facts  and  figures'  about  this 

short-term  credit  'system  for  agriculture.     It's  something  to  use,-  or  file, 

or  both.  Enclosed, 

  \ 

A  Little  "Easy"  Education 

Most  of  us  like  to  get  information  the  easy  way,     "How  a  Tree  Grows", 
enclosed,  would  come  under  this  heading,     Fbrest  Service  tells  us  this  picture- 
story  is  in  great  demand  for  schools.     Because  it  "educated"  us  ..without  too 
much  effort  .,  we  send  a  copy  to  each  RFD. 


Kadderly  Visits  in  South  Australia  and  Victoria 


(Wallace  Kadderly,  KGW's  RFD,  this  summer  visited  Australia  as  a  guest  of 
that  government,  and  as  a  representative  of  agricultural  broadcasting  in  the 
United  States,     The  RFD  Letter  is  carrying  parts  of  his  day  by  day  report. 
This  is  third  installment.) 

From  Sydney,  Wallace  -went  to  Adelaide  in  the  state  of  South  Australia,  where 
major  agricultural  income  is  from  wheat,  wool  and  wine.     Minor,  but  important 
crops  are  eggs,  meat,  barley,  dairy,  citrus,  apples  and  raisin  grapes.     But  of 
Adelaide  ..  let  Wallace  tell  the  story: 

"Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  here  really  rolled  out  thus  plush  carpet 
for  me.    Assigned  the  assistant  program  director  to  lay  out  a  schedule  and  be 
with  me  throughout.     Also  assigned .two  engineers  with  portable  recording  equip- 
ment to  accompany  me  on < trips. ....  Spent  one  evening  attending  the  Adelaide 
Industrial  Exposition  . «  four  acres  of  buildings  filled  with  all  manner  of 
industrial  products. 

"Adelaide  is  a  city  of  about  350,000.     Very  conservative.  Attractive, 
Wide  streets.     Built  on -a  plain  with  the  Adelaide  hills  a  few  miles  to  the  south 
and  east,  ranging  in  a  semi-circle • around  two  sides  of  the  city.     Country  around 
the  city  reminds  me  of  the  southern  end  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  in  California. 
Very  flat  except  for  the  hills  on  the  south  and  east.     Small  groves  of  eucalyptus 
trees  on  the  plains  for- as  far  as  you  can  see.     Temperature  pattern  the  year- 
round  is  quite  similar  to  Pasadena.,  California, 

"You  would  think  that  woolen  clothing  would  be  abundant  he re.     Quite  the 
contrary.     Best  woolen  goods  are  shipped  out  to  develop  .foreign  exchange.  Cotton 
goods  and  clothing  very  scarce  here  and  quite  expensive  because  of  limitations 
on  imports  and  high  duties  on  cotton  cloth  or  garments,," 


After  a  few  days  in  Adelaide,  our  peripatetic  RFD  hopped  to  Melbourne  in 
State  of  Victoria.     Here,  in  &J-  days,  Wallace  saw  "more  of  the  Australian 
countryside  than  in  all  the  previous  three  weeks"  in  that  country.    Again,  we 
pick  up  the  Wallace  report  ..  briefed  as  much  as  possible,  altho  it's  pretty 
solid  writing: 

"Dick  Thompson,  farm  director  for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission 
in  Melbourne,  had  arranged  a  pretty  full  schedule.     On  Monday,  April  14,'  we 

visited  the  farm  of  J.  C.  West  and  Sons  ..  Grangelee  Stud,  Netting  Hill  .. 

a  f*ew  miles  east  of  Melbourne.    Mr,  West  is  president  of  the  Illiwarra  Short- 
horn Society  of  Victoria.     His  sons,   Jim  (21)  and  Frank  (1'7),  really  run  the 
place.     They  have  a  herd  of  60;  are  milking  17  right  now.     Ninety  acres  of 
permanent  pasture  on  this  place;  divided  into  paddocks  of  from  5  to  6  acres 
each.     The  cows  are  rotated  on  these  small  paddocks.     They  get  about  10  months 
pasture  out  of  the  12  ..  all  the  year  except  January  and  February  (which  would 
be  July  and  August  in  the  United  Strtes.)    They  have  no  irrigation  so  tfte 
pastures  dry  up  in  the  heat  of  summer,    'I  saw  this  herd  grazing  on  one  paddock 
thrt  had  been  seeded  10  years  ago  with  a  mixture  consisting  of  rye  grass, 

(Continued  page  5 ) 
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subterranean  clover  and  white  dutch  clover.  The  Wests  cut  a  hay  crop  from  each 
of  their  paddocks  every  third  year.  Use  about  200  pounds  of  superphosphate  per 
year  per  acre, 

"On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April  15  and  16,  G.  B.  Woodgate,  superintendent 
of  agricultural  education  for  the  Victoria  state  department  of  agriculture  took 
Thompson  and  me  on  «a  round  trip  of  about  450  miles  north  from  Melbourne.  Near 
the  town  of  Seymour  we  stopped  at  the  farm  of  E.  C.  L.  Head  in  the  Tallarook 
Hills.     Yes  ..  you  guessed  it  ..  this  is  the  place  from  which  came  Tallarook 
strain  of  subterranean  clover.     What  is  now  known  as  the  Tallarook  strain  of 
sub-clover  was  first  found  about  16  years  ago  on  Mr..  Head's  property.     I  stood 
in  the  paddock  from  which  the  first  seed  crop  of  Tallrook  was  taken.     No  one 
knows  where  this  strain  really  came  from.     It  had  been  growing  for  many  years 
on  what  was  then  an  adjoining  property.    7/hen  Mr.  Head  bought  that  place  he 
took  note  of  this  extra,  good-looking  clover  .,  had  it  tested  for  several  years 
on  the  Burnley  Research  Farm  ...  found  that,  it  seeded  true  to  type  ..  and  they 
eventually  called  it  Tallarook  ...  taking  its  name  from  the  nearby  hills. 

"Mr,  Head  Las  1,300  acres  fronting  on  the  Gaulburn.  River.     Has  a  fine  flock 
of  Corriedale  sheep.     In  1946  he  sheared  1,400  that  average  13g  pounds  of  wool 
per  animal.     He  is  irrigating  some  of  his  paddocks  ..  and  is  increasing  his 
irrigated  acreage.     Pumps  water  from  the  Gaulburn.     His  best  paddocks  carry 
4  to  5  sheep  per  acre  the  year  around, 

"Going  on  we  arrived  at  Dookifi  Agricultural  College  ..  operated  by  the 

Victoria  department  of  agriculture.     Pbout  200  students.     The  college  is  lo- 
cated in  ^bout  the  center  of  a  6,000  acre  farm.     It  has  a  herd  of  100  pure-bred 
Ayreshires;  50  Clydesdale  horses;  pure-bred  Hereford  cattle;  4,000  sheep 
(Lincolns,  Southdowns  and  Corriedale s ) ;  200  stud  pigs  representing  4  breeds 
(Berkshire,  Tamworth,  Large  Unites,  and  Middle  Whites) ;  2,000  White  Leghorn 
and  Australorp  chickens.     About  1,000  acres  under  cultivation  each  year  ., 
mostly  wheat. 

"Students  do  r-ll  the  farm  work.  ..  under  direction  of  instructors  and  fore- 
men.    >Ve  stayed  all  night  here,  as  guests  of  Mr.   and  Mrs,  Proven  (he  is  principal 
of  the  college).    I  talked  to  the  students,  in  their  weekly  assembly.  When  I 
finished  they  kept,  me  on  my  feet  for  a  half -hour  asking  questions.     I  had  com- 
pared agriculture  in  Victoria  with  our  farming  enterprises  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest.     There  is  a.  remarkable  similarity  ..  in  that  the  principal  producers 
of  agricultural  income  in  Victoria  are  wheat,  wool,  da.iry  products,  beef  cattle, 
hay  and  green  forage,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  vegetables  and  dried  fruits. 

"On  Wednesday  we  went  on  to  Shepparton  for  a  quick  trip,  through  some  of  the 
peach  and  pear  orchards.     This  is  an  irrigated  area  ..  with  water  taken  from  the 
Gaulburn  River.     This  is  principa.1  canning  peach  area  of  Victoria.     Grows  lots 
of  Bartlett  pears,  too.     These  averaged  about  6  tons  per  acre  this  past  season 
..  sold  at  the  cannery  for  about  $50  per  ton  in  our  money.     Peach  trees  are 
smaller  than  ours.     Planted  20  by  20  on  the  square.,  giving  about  104  trees  to 
the  acre.     Bearing  pear  orchards  in  this  area  sell  per  acre  for  around  $400  in 
our  money  ...."     (Next  week  we* 11  tell  of  Wallace's  visit  to  the  Werribee  State 
Research  Farm  ..  and  especially,  of  the  farm  operated  by  the  City  of  Melbourne.) 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


4-H  BTcasts  . .  At  Eastern  States  Roundup 

George  VanHorn,  Massachusetts  extension  editor,  writes  that  he's  covering 
Eastern  States  4-H  Roundup  (Springfield,  Mass.),  Sept.  14-20,  for  press  and 
radio.     Says  there'll  be  many  4-H  events  well  suited  for  b1 casting.  Facilities 
for  b1 casts  or  transcribing  will  be  available  in  two  places.     Requests  that 
RFD's  or  others  interested  keep  him  posted  on  what  they  want.    Write  him  at 
Massachusetts  State  College,  Amherst. 

Oregon  "Information"  School  ..  A  Report 

We've  been  reading  report  on  an  "information  school"  for  Oregon  extension 
workers  .,   sent  us  by  Jean  Scheel,  information  specialist  at  Oregon  State 
College,     It  s  a  report  with  a  lot  of  good  thinking  in  it.     Probably  you  could 
get  a  copy  by  writing  him  at  Corvallis. 

RFD's  will  find  report  on  radio  worthwhile.     It  includes. summarization  of 
statements  by  .Arnold  Ebert,  RFD  at  KOAC;  "How  to  Say  It",  by  James  Morris, 
program  manager  at  KOAC  (recommended  reading  for  anyone  who  writes  radio  copy); 
"What  the  Small  Stations  Want",  by  Earl  Britton,  RFD  at  KUG1T  ..  and  "What  the 
Big  Stations  «*ant",  by  Burton  Hutton,  RFD  at  KALE. 

Then  there  are  recommendations  of  the  radio  committee,  from  which  we'd  lik 
to  quote  a  little.     The  school  started  with  the  question:     "Is  radio  to  be  a 
major  means  of  teaching  for  the  Extension  specialists?"    Committee  reported  tha 
the  answer  should  be  "Yes",  and  went  ahead  to  say: 

"We  feel  that  some  specialists  are  sidestepping  opportunities  in  (failing 
to  give  help  on  broadcasts)  over  local  radio  stations.     These  programs  should 
be  prepared  in  cooperation  with  county  agent s .... .All  specialists  should  have 
time  allotted  them. ...for  radio  preparation  and  presentation.     ("This  time) 
should  be  included  in  the  plan  of  work,.., It  is  felt  that  a  good  radio  program 
can  often  be  of  more  value  than  a  field  trip..,,11 

As  we  said,  you  probably  can  get  a  copy  of  the  report  by  "writing 
Jean  Scheel-,  Extension  Service,  Oregon  State  College,  Corvallis. 

Cordial ly, 

•  KEN 
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Kenneth  M,  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 


